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Kia ora, Malo e le lei, Talofa, Ni hao, Namaste, 
Bula, Kia orana, Mauri, Greetings. 
 
Only three days remain until the end of the 
2015 school year and we have completed a 
number of our special end of year functions 
and meetings. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has attended our 
athletic sports, Chai and Chat, Tama Toa 
examination and celebration, special end of 
year assemblies, Year 6 graduation evening 
and our Maori whanau hui. 
 
Thank you also to our student representatives 
and their teachers who have visited and 
performed for various community groups over 
the past few weeks.  You have all been 
exceptional and enhanced the mana of the 
school and families you represent. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at our 
senior school prize giving assembly next 
Wednesday at 9.30am.  Please remember that 
this ceremony begins on time and it is difficult 
to enter the auditorium once the programme 
has begun. 
 

STAFF CHANGES 
It is with mixed feelings that I farewell the 
following staff.  On one hand I wish they were 
staying but on the other hand I wish them well 
as they move on to other exciting happenings. 
 
Lyn Brown has taught at our school for over 
thirty years.  During that time she has lead our 
staff in many areas including the visual arts, 
literacy and library development and the use of 
technology in the classroom.  Lyn leaves us at 
the end of the year to begin well-earned 
retirement. 
 
Barbara Brodien has contributed to our school 
as a teacher for over ten years.  Barbara came 
to our school as an experienced junior school 
teacher and has lead in the arts, literacy and 
she introduced and developed our Duffy Books  

 
 

 
 
in Homes programme. 
 
Next year Barbara begins a two year contract 
at an international school in Vanuatu.  Our loss 
is their gain and I know Barbara will make a 
significant contribution in education. 
 
Sarah Cameron has been with us for two years 
and has contributed to our Year 5 and 6 team 
over that time.  Sarah is moving to Hamilton 
and will take up a position at Morrinsville 
School.  Again our loss is their gain. 
 
Thank you to long term relievers Janine 
Nguyen and Mary Coombe who have assisted 
us when needed in 2015.  I look forward to 
them assisting us in 2016.  Thank you also to 
Cherie McKay who has assisted in a much 
needed teacher aide roll this term. 
 
It is with regret that I recently accepted the 
resignation of Mrs Piera Tombolato.  Piera has 
been absent this year on sick leave and 
although she is recovering, the nature of her 
illness makes it difficult for her to continue to 
work in a school setting.  Mrs Tombolato has 
been with us for over thirty years and is an 
exceptional new entrant’s teacher.  We plan to 
acknowledge Piera’s amazing contribution to 
Manurewa Central School in the new year. 
 

PREPARING FOR 2016 
School opens for 2016 on Wednesday, 3 
February at 9 o’clock.  Children assemble in 
their 2015 classes and will be given their new 
rooms for the year.  Please ensure you child 
brings a pencil to school that day. 
 
Stationery purchases will be available from 
school.  Children will bring home a stationery 
list.  The expected cost is around $35.00. 
 
Our Board of Trustees has kept our school 
donation to $40 per child ($10 per child, per 
term), which is equivalent to a dollar a week.  
This contribution can be donated at any time. 
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Our school does not have a uniform, however, 
we expect students in Years 3 to 6 to have 
shorts for physical activity.  All children will 
require swimming costumes for the first six 
weeks of school.  Sun hats are also necessary 
in Terms 1 and 4.   
 
Apart from these requirements all students are 
simply expected to come to school in sensible 
and practical clothing ready to learn and 
participate in school activities. 
 

LAST NEWS LETTER 
Our final newsletter for 2015 contains selected 
valedictions from a number of Year 6 students 
who complete their time at our school this 
month. 
 
These stories remind us of the important part 
school plays in the lives of our young people.  
School, however, is a partnership and I thank 
you all for the strong support the school 
receives from the community. 
 
Special thanks to whanau whose youngest 
child finishes this year.  A number of you have 
worked closely with us over many years.  You 
will be missed. 
 
May I wish you all an enjoyable summer break 
and I look forward to working with you in 2016. 
 
Thank you 

L. Thew   

Principal 

 

 
 
 

 

 

DECEMBER 
14 Variety Club NZ present gifts to 
 students. 
15 Superhero Day in Rooms 8, 22 & 23. 
16 Senior school final assembly at 
 9.30am 
16 School finishes for the year at 3pm. 
School opens for 2016 on Wednesday 3 
February. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 To people who have a special day about now.  

DECEMBER 

  

11 Daegon Rafferty 11 Chloe Stevens  

11 Divjot Kaur 12 Finlay Cooper 

12 Harley Blair 17 Joshua McGechie 

18 Darius Bell 19 Bailey Hall-Danilo 

20 Sukhpreet Kaur 22 Elijah McKay 

22 Kamryn-Ginny Rogers 22 Dekan Abdul 

23 Tyrone Smith 23 Cody Puru 

24 Sophie Glover Makata 25 Nivish Chand 

26 Demetri Carson 27 Kdeniya-Maraj                   

    McKay-Nicholas 

28 Abigail Mirko 29 Patrisha Chand 

30 Hector-Jack Saute 30 Zachary Cortes 

31 Sophie Smith 31 Jessica Kaur 

31 Ataahua Waaka-Iraia  

  

JANUARY 

  1 C J Silab   1 Vivan Kumar 

  3 Keren Prasad   4 Christopher Martin 

  5 Kiran Singh   5 Ryley Gifkins 

  6 Kash Martin-Singh   6 Guneet Kaur Jassi 

  7 Coen Scott   7 Karla Collins 

  8 Manaaki Thomson 10 Leaia Faalafi 

10 Athina Shaba 11 Sofia Baker 

11 Maddison Young 12 Shanya Kumar 

12 Aiislin Jorgensen 13 Vinayak Sharma 

13 Tea Lundon 14 Luke Eramiha 

15 Samuel Honey 15 Maraia Lunjevich 

16 Nischal Goundar 17 Ansh Raj 

18 Michaela Spyve 21 Kiran Gill 

21 Maria Pearse 21 Zellas Uatisone 

22 Ryan Bhan 22 Riya Bhan 

22 Mary-Anne Leslie-Nua 23 Karlos Hati-Ross 

23 Kaleb Hati-Ross 23 Mikayla Tarai 

23 Alisha Sardana 23 Chase Kahui 

25 Reason Cooper 26 Nehemiah Vavau 

27 Rupinder Kaur 27 McKenzy Martin 

27 Ramsina Shaba 28 Alexander Tai-Rakena 

28 Aviu Aviu 29 Shamah Vitale 

30 Gyzell Va 30 Layken Attwater 

31 Ashleigh Cooper 31 Jeremiah Faavae 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YEAR SIX VALEDICATIONS 
What a wild and thrilling adventure it has been at Manurewa Central School.  Both the ups and downs 
of the choices I have made and all the great learning and experiences I have had over the 6 years at 
primary school. 
 
I remember walking through the gate as nervous as I could be.  Walking into that classroom 1 and 
crying for my mum because everyone there were people I didn’t know.  I wasn’t that keen to make 
friends but as the time went I started to play with some of the kids in my class.  Two years went by 
and now I was in a class with all my best friends lucky me!  The middle school taught me something 
very important Effort Brings Reward, I cannot tell myself that enough. 
 
Senior school, oh how I missed year 5.  But year six was a whole new story.  Thank you Mrs 
McHaffie-Green for teaching me Respect, Integrity, Diversity and Excellence.  These four things are 
the most important things to learn and take into my future. 
 
Being chosen for a school councillor was the most memorable moment of my life at school.  People 
think that being a councillor is easy, but it takes a lot of commitment and persistence.  Not only do you 
have to juggle school work but also extra jobs.  It is a privilege as well as a task but at the end of the 
year it is all worth it. 
 
A new journey awaits ahead.  I’m scared but I know that I can do it for I am from Manurewa Central 

School.          Elijah Miller 
 
At this school I have achieved many great things.  I have achieved distinctions for both of my science 
investigations and also competed in the ICAS maths competition.  I also own a Manurewa Central 
School pen which I will treasure for many years. 
 
My friends have been so kind to me at this school.  They have helped me learn so many things this 
year and I can’t thank them enough for what they have done. 
 
The first teacher I had at this school was Mrs Brown, she straightened me out.  This year Miss 
Cameron was my teacher.  She is nice like every teacher at this school and she cares about what’s 
happening at home and will listen to whatever you say. 
 
My time at this school has come to an end.  Coming to this school was the best decision of my life 
and I will never forget this school.  Everyone I have met here will have a special place in my heart. 

           Preston Cooper 
 
Starting a new school isn’t that easy when you don’t know anyone and all you see are strangers but 
you’ve still got to talk to them to be their friend, even if your mum has told you not to talk to strangers! 
 I even remember my first lunch where I had an apple, a ham sandwich and chips. 
 
Commencing at year one and getting to year six is like climbing up a mountain and every time I 
stopped I would learn something new.  At my time at Manurewa Central School I had some good 
times like coming second in the speech competition for year three and when I was also a year three, 
on my birthday, I was taken to room 14 and they sang happy birthday. 
 
When we had outdoor education week I ate a yummy burger and I wanted more.  As a year six Liam 
let me play with his Minecraft toys until we started playing on the playground.  During my time here I 
have learnt the values of respect, integrity, diversity and excellence. 
 
Next week it will be the last time I come to this school and I would like to thank all of the teachers who 

have got me ready for the future.       Jason Martin 
 
Do you remember your first day of school?  Feeling confused, missing your parents and not knowing 



where you are?  Well that’s how I felt when I started school.  I have been at school for the past 6 
years.  Sadly my journey at Manurewa Central is coming to an end. 
 
I was happy to be a year 6.  Being a year 6 made me feel like a leader of the school and a role model 
to the juniors.  In my last year of MCS I was in Mrs Brown’s class in Room 13.  She is very creative 
and an excellent dog owner.  I didn’t really want to be in Room 13 but now I have wonderful friends in 
my class and I really enjoy it now because I like doing wonderful art. 
 
I have enjoyed joining cultural groups and showing leadership by being a librarian.  I joined Whanau 
which is a Maori group.  I signed up to be a leader and I hoped to be one.  Mrs Kendall the excellent 
teacher of Whanau was announcing the leaders.  When I heard my name at assembly I felt blessed 
and over the moon.  I really loved the Whanau badge that I got, showing it to everyone it was 
awesome. 
 
Being in Room 13, being a Whanau leader and a librarian will be a vivid memory for me.  All my 
teachers over the past 6 years have taught me respect and to strive for the best.  Don’t forget effort 

brings reward.           Victoria Touli 
 
Mrs Zandbergen was the teacher I had for the year 2015.  She was obviously different to Mrs 
McHaffie-Green.  Mrs Zandbergen has told us a lot of things to prepare us for intermediate. I wasn’t 
expecting this year to end so early, I thought this year would take a while to end but sadly it is nearly 
over.  Mrs Zandbergen has set me up for intermediate.  She’s amazed me this year with what and 
how she teaches me.  Mrs Zandbergen has been my most favourite teacher in this school, because I 
feel like she understands me, even though I’m in trouble I always feel the same.  Before I ever end up 
leaving this knowledgeable school I would like to say thank you very, very much to Mrs Zandbergen, 
Mr Thew, Mrs Dibben, and also Mrs McHaffie-Green.  You have all helped me along the way and I will 
never forget the lessons that you have taught me.  I will always remember these three simple but 

encouraging words, EFFORT BRINGS REWARD.      Ariana Tewhiu 
 
Imagine a poor little girl, scared, no friends, no one to play with although she has a twin sister, the 
other 498 kids are strangers.  This little girl has just had her first day at school and survived.  Yay!  
The little girls’ first teacher was the one, the only Mrs Tombolato!  Flash, flash photographer other 
people knew her as.  Another scared little kid called Katalaina had to take care of the little girl and her 
sister.  The little girls’ life was going great, until she had to move to Room 23 in the middle of the year. 
Her brand new teacher was Miss Kendall and is probably the best teacher the little girl could ever ask 
for.  Next year the little girl moved to Room 5 with Mrs Kendall and she was prepared.  That year 
zoomed by. 
 
In Year 3, she was with Miss Sumner who is on the top teachers list.  A big talent quest was held at 
school and the girl entered with her sister.  She placed 3

rd
 singing “School is so much fun!”  It really is. 

Just like that Year 4 came.  She was with Ms Turner with her two friends Katalaina and Ayianna.  She 
entered the talent quest again with Kat, Ayianna and her sister.  Her group place 1

st
!!  Her whole 

group was so happy. 
 
In Year 5 she was with the lovely brand new teacher, Miss Cameron.  The little girl had a brand new 
friend called Chloe G.  Miss Cameron was another one of those best teachers.  She made the year so 
fantastic that the happy little girl went to Year 6 just like that.  Well, at least it felt like that.  But it 
wasn’t as exciting because each day she got closer and closer to her last day at Manurewa Central 
School.   
 
The little girl had awesome years at MCS.  Guess what!  That little girl was me.  I will never forget 
Miss Lindsay, Mrs Dibben, Mr Thew, my friends and all the teachers I’ve met here.  It was so hard to 
write this valediction and say goodbye.  Goodbye Manurewa Central School, you are the best primary 

school anyone could ever ask for.        Lily Husband 
 


