
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Kia ora, Malo e le lei, Talofa, Ni hao, 

Namaste, Bula, Kia orana, Greetings. 

 

By the time you receive this newsletter we 

will have completed most of our end of year 

events.  Thank you to the many people who 

were able to support our first two end of 

year assemblies. 

 

On your behalf I thank school staff for 

organising these events and for preparing 

our children so well.  Our children reach a 

high standard of achievement and 

discipline and certainly do us all proud. 

 

We have two more senior school functions 

next week. 

 

Year Six Graduation 

This is for families of Year 6 students who 

leave us this year.  It will be held on 

Tuesday, 16 December at 6pm. 

 

Senior Prize Giving Assembly 

Family members of senior school pupils 

(Years 5 and 6) are invited to this event on 

Friday, 19 December at 9.30am.  We ask that 

visitors be seated by 9.30am.  Please 

remember to bring a cushion.  This 

assembly is not suited to pre-schoolers. 

 

Reading Material 

By now all reading material, library books, 

journals, junior readers etc should all be 

back at school.  Please assist us by 

checking at home for any school material.  

Thank you. 

 

Summer Holiday Activities 

As well as having relaxing family time 

together over the summer break there are a 

number of very useful activities that are 

enjoyable and help children continue their 

learning. 

 

Manukau Libraries’ Summer Reading 

Challenge. 

This runs from 15 December to 23 January 

next year.  This programme will be very 

helpful ensuring your child’s reading 

progress is maintained over the holidays as 

well as promoting a lifelong involvement 

with books and libraries. 

To enrol simply visit your local library, or 

visit www.manukau-libraries.govt.nz or 

phone Lesley on 262 5420. 

 

Whanau Nui Family Swim Lessons 

This programme of free swimming lessons 

runs from 19 to 23 January, 2009.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity for children to 

understand water safety, gain confidence 

and learn to be safe in the water.  Call your 

nearest pool now to enrol and ensure your 

place.  Manurewa Swimsation 269 4145, 

Papatoetoe Swimsation 278 6806, Massey 

Park Papakura 298 8526, Otara Swimsation 

257 4484, Sandra Blewett Swim School, 

Manurewa, 269 2666. 

 

Special Congratulations 

Recently Katie Hohaia (Room 12) competed 

in the Auckland Junior Swimming 

Championships.  Over 400 swimmers took 

part including teams from French Polynesia 

and New Caledonia.  Katie swam in the 9 

and under events and won 2 gold medals, 3 

silver medals and 1 bronze.  This is a very 

special achievement.  Well done Katie. 

 

Staff Changes 

At the end of this year we will be losing our 

teachers aide Karen Hosking who has 

moved to live in Pukekohe.  One of our 

 

Thank you  

L Thew 
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DECEMBER 

  1 Camp meeting for parents of children    

     in Year 5 in 2009. 

  2 Senior school athletics 9.30am 

  5 Middle school final assembly 9.30am 

  8 Student reports come home 

  8 Board of Trustees’ meeting 

  9 Junior school final assembly 9.30am 

10 Middle school athletics 9.30am 

11 Junior school athletics 9.30am 

12 Senior school water safety day, Totara  

     Park 

12 Next newsletter 

16 Junior school Teddy Bears’ picnic 

16 Year 6 graduation evening 

19 Senior school prize giving 9.30am 

19 School closes for 2008 at 3pm. 

   

School opens for pupils on Wednesday, 4 

February 2009. 

 

 

 
 
 
To pupils who have joined us recently 

 

Nha Nguyen and Penieli Vaisagote 

 

 

 

 

 

 To people who have a special day about 

now. 

 
NOVE MBER 

28 Nathan Ward  29 Ashley Prasad 

30 Jamie Campbell 

 
DECEMBER 

  1 Nicholas Cook    1 John Karimo 

  2 Connor Hitchman   2 Emma King 

  4 Christian Mene    4 Reece Parker 

  5 Freja Rahman           8 Colis Magatogia 

  8 Ryan Waterworth  10 Sukhmander Kaur 

10 Robert Pihema   11 Fatimah Alshenawa 

11 Savanah Konia 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 
The following students have been 
recognised by their class teachers for 
showing diligence and achievement in all 

aspects of their school and classwork. 
 
R1 Sarah Bain R2 Candy Xie 

R3 Simon Long R4 Nicholas Smith 

R5 Tara Wanoa R6 Ramina Zaya 

R7 Zaya Zaya  R8 Rocky Manu Saute 

R9 Hosea Vaisagote R10 Chloe Edds 

R11 Jessica Hogwood R12 Nicholas Tomes 

R13 Stephanie Montgomery   

R14 Ethan Talaimanu 

R15 Karen Phung      R16 Lavinia Latu 

R17 Shiarna Johnson    R18 Monisha Narayan 

R19 Archana Bala       R20 Paris Newson 

R21 Eucharist Ieremia 

 

Room 2 

We painted rainbow fish for our calendars.  

We carefully painted the scales with little 

brushes and dye so we didn’t go out of the 

lines.  For the water we used a little brush 

to go around the fish then we used a big 

brush to paint the big spaces.  We are 

excited because soon we will be able to 

take them home. 
      Elizabeth Lowen and Benjamin Burman 

 

Room 4 

We have been studying ‘Dogs with Jobs.’  

We went to see the guide dogs that are the 

blind people’s eyes and help them get 

around.  We got to meet Millar the customs’ 

dog who works at the airport.  He tries to 

stop illegal drugs from getting into our 

country.  The most exciting visit was from 

the police dog.  His name was Judge.  He 

can run faster than the policeman and can 

catch the bad people by biting them.  He 

‘caught’ Mrs McCreight.  She said it was 

really sore and she had a big bruise on her 



arm after. 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 6 

Last Monday we went into our bushwalk.  

Robert saw a fantail flitting about looking 

for insects.  We saw thick black tree trunks 

that reminded us of wrinkly elephant legs.  

The seed pods on the kowhai tree are like 

Christmas decorations. 

 

Room 8 

We have been learning how to keep 

ourselves safe.  We have discussed how to 

keep safe around dogs, what to do in a fire 

and how to call the emergency services in 

the event of an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 8 has also been busy bees creating 

stunning calendars that will be coming to a 

kitchen or home office soon!  We hope our 

mums, dads and grandparents enjoy them. 

 

Room 10 

The year is drawing to an end.  Room ten 

has been working extremely hard on our “I 

have a dream” poems.  We based these on 

the famous words spoken by Martin Luther 

King. 

 

We wrote up our draft copies of ten things 

we would like to experience in life.  Many 

people in the class dream of living in the 

White House or travelling around the world 

seeing famous landmarks.  We had a photo 

taken of us pretending to be sleeping and 

dreaming all these dreams.  They are going 

to be displayed around our classroom. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY DREAMS?   
    Pele Wharawhara 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 12 

Global warming!  Do you know how it will 

affect your future?  Did you know that 

global warming is melting the ice caps and 

may eventually flood some of the world?  

We hope that by learning more we can make 

a difference to our future. 

 

We have learnt about the greenhouse effect 

and we know that recycling will help to 

lower the amount of gas that is released 

into the atmosphere.  At school we collect 

and recycle our scrap paper and put food 

scraps in the worm farm. (Have you 

purchased any worm fertiliser yet?)  We 

pick up rubbish and separate out cans and 

bottles.  Maybe we could do some of these 

things in our homes too. 

 

Room 14 

Wow!  Christmas is 30 days away.  We have 

been very busy with our work.  We have 

been learning about communication and 

have been working on our 2009 calendars.  

Our calendars are the most important thing 

we have been focussing on for the last 

couple of weeks because we had to have 

them finished quickly.  This year for our 

calendars we got to decide what theme we 

could use.    Ezrah Lava 
 

Room 16 

Whacky wild hair day – where everyone 

whacked their hair with gel and colour. 

Fabulous fun time lunch time – eating 

sizzling sausages and finding new ways to 

spend money. 

Dashing diversity parade – a time to 

celebrate our difference for others. 

Clever Centralpede dance troupe – dancing 

and grooving away every day. 

Amazing Awataha Marae – learning more 

about the Maori way. 

Cool choirs – enjoying rocking and rolling 

with Suzanne Prentice. 

Challenging camp – the best three days of 

the year that challenged our minds and our 

bodies. 

Terrific Tupulaga – singing and swaying to 

the beat of Samoan music. 



Pondering people, places and icons – 

building our general knowledge about the 

world. 

Stunning students – hardworking and well 

mannered children.   

A great year for us all! 

 

Room 18 

The term is flashing by like a whirlwind.  We 

started the term with Ms Russell in our 

class.  She was a student teacher and we 

discovered some interesting facts about 

cells and circuits.  We then spent a terrific 

day at the Howick Historical Village and we 

decided that school was far better now.   

 

The production is taking up a large amount 

of our time at the moment and we can’t wait 

to put our fabulous ‘Seasons’ show on to 

the rest of the school and the community.  

We hope to see you there. 

 

Room 20 

At the moment we are very busy because 

we are practising for our end of year 

performance.  We are learning a variety of 

songs, dances, actions and speaking parts. 

The props and costumes are being made 

and we can’t wait to use them.  It’s all very 

exciting!  We look forward to performing for 

you all next Friday. 
 

  

Manukau Libraries’ Summer Reading 

Challenge  15 December – 23 January 2009 

This challenge is of immense value to 

encourage children to continue reading 

over the summer holidays, rewarding them 

with great incentives.  It also requires 

parent/caregiver involvement which is 

beneficial in developing a positive lifelong 

relationship with books and libraries. 

 

Each child who completes the programme 

will receive a Sky City movie voucher and 

get to attend a fantastic finale celebration at 

Totara Park.  Pre-enrolments begin on 8 

December by visiting the local library or 

www.manukau-libraries.govt.nz or phone 

Lesley at 262 5420. 

**************************************************** 

KEA KIDS CLUB 

Spaces are available for before school care 

at Leabank Primary School hall.  Phone 021 

401301 for more information.  

Dental Clinic 

Children from our school are having their 

teeth examined at present.  If you require  

appointment with the dental nurse the clinic 

will be open until Tuesday, 23 December at 

3.30pm and reopening on Monday, 5 

January at 8.30am.  Please phone 268 8020 

for an appointment.   
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