
               

 

  
Friday 12 May 2023 

 

 

 

Kia ora, Malo e Lelei, Talofa Lava, Ni Hao, Namaste,  

Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Kia orana, Mauri, Greetings. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all again for responding so quickly to our call to pick your tamariki up from school on Tuesday. We have been very 
lucky throughout our weather events this year - the school has experienced no damage. Our decision for the early pick up was based on traffic conditions and 
making sure everyone could get home safely. Despite this small interruption, our start to the term has been amazing. It has been rewarding to hear the happy 
sounds of our tamariki as they caught up with friends after the break. 

 

ANZAC Day Community Service 

It was a privilege to provide the venue for the community service on ANZAC Day. There was a fantastic turn out and we were very proud of Christian Thomas who 
delivered an excellent speech. After official proceedings were over, James Cook High School entertained with their Kapa Haka group. Our oak tree deck provided 
the perfect staging. The community were able to enjoy kai and time together before heading off home. This event will now become a permanent feature on our 
calendar. 

 

Measles 

You may be aware of a low risk outbreak of measles in Albany earlier this month. This is a timely reminder to make sure we are protecting ourselves against the risk 
of measles, mumps and rubella. Measles spreads easily between people who are not protected against the virus (immune). It is spread by breathing, sneezing or 
coughing. You can catch it just by going into a room someone with measles was in an hour before. The MMR vaccine protects you against Measles, Mumps and 
Rubella and limits the chance you will have to isolate or quarantine if you come into contact with someone who has one of these viruses. The vaccine is free and 
available to anyone in New Zealand born after 1 Jan 1969. To get your vaccine contact your doctor. If you are not sure whether you have been vaccinated, it is safe 
to get the MMR vaccine again. More information can be found on https://www.arphs.health.nz/public-health-topics/disease-and-illness/measles/ 

 

New Zealand Curriculum Refresh – changes to our curriculum 

New Zealand has a national curriculum that guides what your child learns at school. Your child will develop a range of values and key competencies or capabilities 
that they need to succeed in life. These are all woven into the teaching of learning areas, or subjects. The National Curriculum is the term used to refer to The New 
Zealand Curriculum and Te Marautanga o Aotearoa. These set the direction for student learning and guide schools and kura as they design and implement a 
curriculum that meets the needs of their students. There is a big focus on reading, writing and maths in the primary years, as these are really important foundation 
skills that everyone needs in order to be able to do well in life.  Children need strong reading, writing and maths skills to progress through the levels of the National 
Curriculum and be able to achieve NCEA Level 2 or above at secondary school.  

The Ministry is two years into a six-year programme to refresh The New Zealand Curriculum. The refreshed curriculum will support every ākonga (learner) to 
experience success in their learning. It will give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi and will be inclusive, clear about the learning that matters, and easy to use. Schools, 
kura, whānau and communities will be better supported to do what they do best: create rich and responsive learning that helps every ākonga realise their goals and 
aspirations. 

We will be consulting with parents and whānau towards the end of Term 2 beginning of Term 3. If you are interested in participating in our local curriculum 
development, please look out for the details about the hui in our next newsletter. 

 

Our school office 

Our school office is a very small space and is an important work area for administration staff. It is particularly busy at drop off and pick up times. Please avoid 
coming through the office to get to the classrooms before and after school. It makes it very difficult to manage queries, ensure privacy and enable the safety of 
children who genuinely need to be in the office area.  

 

Staffing 

We welcome Molini Napa to our teacher aide team. We are lucky to have her supporting our Junior Team. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
Michelle Dibben 
Principal 
 

  

 

8/4 Agampartap 

8/4 Basem 

8/4 Bilaal 

8/4 Levi 

8/4 Oscar 

8/4 Tyrone 

9/4 Joseph 

9/4 Taya 

10/4 Jeremiah 

10/4 Sonatane 

11/4 Elisha 

12/4 Agnes 

12/4 Sarah 

13/4 Agamjot 

13/4 Ali 

13/4 Jayden 

13/4 Shaina 

14/4 Aarush 

14/4 Christian 

15/4 Aaravdeep 

16/4 Darjayan  

 

 

 

16/4 Gideon 

16/4 Launoa 

16/4 Ruby 

18/4 Bethany 

18/4 Jashan 

18/4 Maddison 

18/4 Rashmeet 

19/4 Iyaad 

19/4 Viaan 

20/4 Kendrick 

21/4 Anantveer 

22/4 Sahib 

24/4 Angelina 

25/4 Mason 

26/4 Careena 

26/4 Erikah 

26/4 Sehraj 

29/4 Jade 

29/4 Stanton 

30/4 Hezekiah 

1/5 Esther 

 

 

 

2/5 Angad 

2/5 Charlee 

2/5 Lorenzo  

2/5 Patrick 

3/5 Avana 

4/5 Brittannia-Lee 

4/5 DeAndre 

4/5 Evelyn 

5/5 Aavya 

6/5 Pahuldeep 

6/5 Ravneet 

7/5 Hirun 

8/5 Salem 

9/5 Elliette 

9/5 Heba 

9/5 Jasleen 

9/5 Leo 

10/5 Aranveer 

10/5 Harvin 

12/5 Bradley  

Ti Kouka 
Tī kōuka have spent the last  three weeks exploring procedural text. To help us with 

this process we have been baking in the kitchen and discussing how we brush our teeth 
and how to make sandwiches.  These have come with some amusing instructions from 

our children, providing us all with lots of giggles. We have also extended our 
understanding and knowledge of Anzac Day, providing an opportunity for the students 

to understand our war memorial outside our school gate and the significance of the 
names carved in stone. Since our return, we have found the afternoons a great time to 

find some mindfulness and connect to our breath. It is helping us resettle for the 
afternoon's learning and providing opportunities to help students to self regulate and 

focus on their senses. For many children they find the time to be still and connected to 
themselves very calming and restful.  We have also enjoyed two performances, 

experiencing a stage show brought to school by Duffy Books in Schools and The Science 
Van Show. Both were engaging and fun allowing our students exposure to something a 

little different. What a busy three weeks! 

Kauri 
 

In Kauri Ngahere, we have hit the ground running in term two! We have 
started our writing and maths rotations. We are excited about using our 
imaginations to build new worlds; creating our own fictional settings to then 
write lore about. We have started researching famous STEM heroes 
throughout history, beginning with research and the creation of some epic 
informative posters. We will eventually build up to a presentation as our 
chosen hero so watch this space! The senior school enrichment rotations are 
going well; with students engaged and now preparing to showcase their new 
skills and learning in enrichment assembly in week 5. We can't wait to see 
what everyone has been doing!  

Titoki  
Titoki have been lucky enough to attend a variety of shows this term. In the 'Duffy Book 

Theatre', Duffy and his cousin Stuffy had an adventure in space and had to find their way back 
home by reading. Our year ones enjoyed 'The Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch' performance at the 

Due Drop Theatre. Just like at school, Mr Grindling had a problem with seagulls trying to take his 
lunch away. Science in a Van came to school this week to perform the '3 Billy Goats Gruff'. Each 
billy goat had to figure out ways to cross the bridge using forces to trick the troll. It is an exciting 

way to launch our new topic about forces.   

 

These students have been  

recognised by their class teachers for displaying our school value  

Nikau 
Nikau Pod has had a very busy few weeks! On Monday afternoon we 

had a Science show visit school, The Magical World of Crazy 
Science.  The host had us all laughing and we were amazed by the 

science tricks he shared with us.  We enjoyed having elephant 
toothpaste made right before our eyes, seeing giant bubbles and even a 

trick with fire, don’t worry parents it was all very safe. 
The whole Senior School travelled to Due Drop Events Centre on 

Wednesday for a show called, The Worm Night Song.  We had such a 
great time and it was a very entertaining show!  

The Senior School are nearly at the end of their first cycle of 
Enrichment.  We are looking forward to an upcoming assembly where 
we will share all the great things different groups have got up to in our 

Enrichment groups. 
 

Term 2 Important Dates 
 

Friday 19 May 
Pink Shirt Day 

 
Wednesday 24 May 
MPSSA Rippa Rugby 

 
Monday 5 June  

School Closed - King’s  
Birthday  

 
Thursday 15 June  

Photo day  
 

Week 8 
Diversity Week 

 
Week 9  

Book Week 
 

Friday 30 June  
Term 2 Ends 

Kowhai 
 

We were all pleased to be back to school after the Easter holidays to see our 
friends and are looking forward to some great learning this term! Science in a Van 
visited us this week and used the Three Billy Goats story to introduce the concept 
of force and friction. The goats tried pulling and pushing but the troll was such a big 
force that they needed to come up with another plan! In Kōwhai we will continue 
exploring these ideas over the term as part of our Science unit.  This week we 
introduced Marvellous Monday Maths Challenges! Problem solving can be a fun way to 
talk about maths together. Ka pai! Well done if you gave it a go this week.With the 
change of seasons, we have been on leaf hunts and have explored using adjectives, 
verbs and similes to create descriptive poems. Come in and have a read soon! 

Totara 
 

We have had an exciting start to the term 
with our trip to the Lighthouse Keeper’s 

Lunch show. We went on the bus together 
and felt like very grown up children sitting on 

the big chairs in the theatre. We loved 
following the story and thought the 

characters were very funny, especially the cat 
Hamish. We have also been very lucky being 
able to watch a Duffy Book show about space 
and having Science in a van come to teach us 
about forces through the story of the Three 
Billy Goats Gruff. We have also welcomed 

many new faces to Tōtara Pod as more 
children have started school. What a great 

start to the term!  

Totara 

Anaya 

Nixon 

Kyro 

Kowhai  

Taya 

Alayna 

Laurelle-Lee 

Ti kouka  

Jashan 

Nathan 

Kriyansh 

Nikau 

Taonga 

Harsimranpreet 

Iyaad 

 

Puriri 

Astin 

Titoki  

Kaleah 

Katinia 

Rashmeet 

Rimu  

Sienna 

Anmol 

Amelia 

Kauri 

Eva 

Kodey 

Thurston 

 

 

Puriri 
Pūriri have started off the new term with a whizz and a bang. We've enjoyed seeing 
two plays and we've seen a science show already this term! We loved watching the 

Science in a Van teach us about forces such as push, pull and friction using the story of 
the 3 Billy Goats Gruff. We're also getting excited about writing as we are discovering 

we can write by ourselves!  
PARENTS/ CAREGIVERS 

 

Please ensure your  

contact details are up to 

date!   

These can be updated by 

email to 

officemanaer@mancent. 

school.nz  

or at the school office during 

school hours. Please update 

your child’s vaccination 

records and any important 

medical information. 

 

 
Pasefika Healthcare Nurse: Anita Lea 

Our nurse is available at school by  

appointment to advise and support you 

with any health concerns for your children. 

She is available for hearing and vision 

checks and will throat swab for   infection 

at your request. Referrals can be made to 

see the nurse 

or for advice 

and support 

via application 

@ the school 

office. 

Rimu  

Welcome back to Mrs R this term.  We are grateful to have her back helping all the 
children.  On Monday this week we had The Crazy Magic Science show.  We got to see 
lots of fun science experiments which The scientist explained had to do with polymers 

and molecules.  On Wednesday we went to the Due Drop Centre to see The Worm 
show which was exciting and we got a big fright when the spider came out!  We had a 
great time watching this live show about resilience and perseverance.  In our learning 

we are concentrating on the Physical World in Science - in particular learning about 
electricity, forces and light energy. 

https://www.arphs.health.nz/public-health-topics/disease-and-illness/measles/
mailto:officemanager@mancent.school.nz
mailto:officemanager@mancent.school.nz

