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Kia ora, Malo e Lelei, Talofa Lava, Ni Hao, Namaste,  

Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Kia orana, Mauri, Greetings. 

Kia ora koutou, 

 

We are looking forward to school for Term 4. The staff join me in hoping you have had an enjoyable time away over 

the school holidays and are feeling excited and ready for Term 4. 

 

We welcome new whānau to our school this term and look forward to sharing the Term 4 school celebrations with you 

all. 

 

As we approach the end of the 2023 year we continue to provide the best possible learning programmes for all our 

children. We follow our PRIDE school values: Passion, Respect, Integrity, Diversity, Excellence. These values define who 

we are as citizens in our local community. 

This term we celebrate our school value of Excellence - ‘not being the best but doing our best in everything we do’. Our 

learning programmes provide many opportunities in areas that inspire all of our students to do their best. Our amazing 

team of teachers and support staff work together to enable this to happen.  

 

An enormous ‘Thank you' to all of our families and friends of our school who contributed to our Term 3 fundraiser, the 

General Knowledge-athon. We value your support and we are very pleased to share our grand total raised of 

$13688.20. 

 

Our fundraiser for this term features Calendar Art completed by our students last term. Whānau and friends can order 

calendars 2024, diaries and cards beautifully illustrated by your child. You will be able to view your child’s artworks 

before you order items featuring them. A notice will be sent home with students today. 

 

These fundraisers enable our school to provide additional valuable resources to support the learning programmes for all 

of our students, above those resources already provided by the Ministry of Education and our very supportive Board. 

 

We are looking forward to the Manu Tīoriori Festival which showcases some of our senior students in a massed choir 

from our CoL schools. Tickets for this event on Wednesday 1 November at 7.30pm at the Due Drop Event Centre, 

Manukau. Tickets are available from the office. We know this will be a wonderful showcase of our students’ talents. 

We are excited that the last part of our school redevelopment project has started with the building alterations to Puriri. 

A large part of the exterior cladding has been removed and work is now starting on the interior spaces and utilities. We 

are looking forward to these two learning spaces being ready for our students and staff at the beginning of 2024.  

Term 4 is always a busy one. Please keep in touch with what is happening for your child, and at school, through the 

newsletters, our school website, MCS Facebook and Class Dojo. Your child’s teacher is happy to help if you have any 

concerns or questions. Please have a chat to them when you are dropping off your child or collecting them. 

Alternatively you can email them. 

We are looking forward to sharing a busy and exciting final term of 2023 with you all. 
 
 
Ngā mihi nui  

 
Sandy Griffin 
 

Deputy Principal  

Ti Koūka 
We have had a fantastic return to school with everyone ready and willing to engage and 

focus for what is our last term of 2023.  It was also lovely to come back to some wonderful 
news from Miss Enderby. On the 26th of September Miss Enderby welcomed her beautiful 
baby boy, Hugo.  As a learning space we have been enjoying revisiting past learning to help 

us consolidate our knowledge ready to build on from what we already know.  This week 
many students will have received  basic facts for them to revise at home. These will be sent 

out weekly, like we do with spelling words to help give your child the best transition for 
next year. Next week each child will be asked to select a poem to learn and recite to their 

whanau class in week 4. This is to help support our students' confidence and oral language 
skills. We would love your support in helping your child select a poem that they find 
engaging. We do require that the poem be 8 or more lines. Thank you in advance. As 
always please feel free to make contact with us via email if you have any questions.  

Kowhai 
This past Tuesday, we went to see "The Twits," a play based on a Roald Dahl 
book. What an amazing show! We were all captivated by the live performance, 
and we extend our thanks to Tim Bray theatre company for our tickets and 
bringing this story to life on stage. 
In writing, we've been using our powerful descriptive language to describe the 
personalities and appearances of Mr. and Mrs. Twit. We have also been thinking 
of our own mischievous,  sly tricks that we would play if we were in the Twits' 
shoes. Roald Dahl has written many great stories and we are continuing to enjoy 
some of his other chapter books after lunch each day. 

Pūriri 

Pūriri used a picture of a girl being bumped out of a dinghy to write the start of a story 
together. The children wrote their own endings to the story. This is what we wrote 

together: " One sunny day, three friends called Katrina, Anabella and Jack were riding in 
their boat at the beach. Suddenly a humongous wave came and Anabella got knocked out 

of the boat. Luckily she was wearing a life jacket." 

 
 

Totara 

This week has been a buzz with the smiling faces of Totara children returning to school 
after the holidays. The children were excited to reconnect with their school friends and to 
see their teachers again. We would like to extend a huge welcome to Mr Nganu and the 

children and their whanau from Totara 5 who started this week in Kowhai pod. We are so 
happy you are here! We are already getting stuck into our learning, setting goals and 
aiming high. You can help us at home by listening to us read our book each night and 

checking the words we know on our coloured word cards from our home learning packs.  

Nikau 

Bula Vinaka!! Welcome back and Happy Fijian Language Week.  We are very lucky 
to have Miss Hunter join us in Nikau pod this term. She is a student teacher from 
the University of Auckland.  Our focus for inquiry this term is Aotearoa.  We will look 
at explorers, early settlers, place names and all the wonderful things that we have to 
experience in our backyard.  A group of Nikau students will be heading off to 
compete in the MPSSA touch competition next week. We wish them all the best.  

Important Term 4 Dates  

Monday 23 October 
Labour Day—No School  

 
Thursday 26 October  
Senior School Tabloids  

 
Monday 6 November - Friday 15 December 

Senior School Swimming Starts 
 

Wednesday 1 November  
Manu Tīoriori Festival (Choir) 

 
Tuesday 7 November 2023  

Year 6 Rotoroa Island Excursion  
 

Monday 20 November  
Teacher Only Day—No School  

 
Week 8 

Diversity Week 
 

Wednesday 6 December  
Year 6 Graduation  

 
Friday 8 Decmeber  

Junior School Sports Day 
 

Tuesday 12 December  
Junior School PRIZEGIVING  ( Pūriri, Totara &Tītoki) 

 
Wedensday 13 December  

Junior School PRIZEGIVING ( Kowhai & Ti Koūka) 
 

Thursday 14 December  
Senior PRIZEGIVING  

Tītoki 

 

Bula Vinaka! It is with great enthusiasm that we 
welcome you all back for our last term of the year. The 
children were excited to reconnect with their friends 
and teachers. Thank you parents for your continued 
support with reading, writing and maths over the 
holidays. This helps build their confidence 
tremendously.  
Wild and windy weather have made our daily skills for 
fitness a bit cold and blustery. The children are moving 
their bodies as they develop their gross motor skills. 
Skipping, hopping, jumping, moving forward and 
backwards in different ways can present a challenge for 
some children to coordinate their body parts. We 
continue to work on independence and self 
management skills with the children in Titoki, 
encouraging  students to do things for themselves 
where they can. We have many skilled problem 
solvers. Our current Maths topic is Time. There may be 
lots of interesting questions the children have regarding 
the days of the week, months of the year, passages of 
time, the difference between analogue and digital 
clocks and telling the time. Some children have been 
challenged to learn their birth date month and year. 

 

 

1/10 Crystal 

1/10 Jerome 

1/10 Sehajdeep 

2/10 Eliza  

2/10 Salwa 

3/10 Lincoln  

4/10 Izrael-James 

4/10 MacKenzie 

4/10 Sidhak 

6/10 Blake 

8/10 Divika 

8/10 Milan 

10/10 Amelia 

10/10 Armeen 

10/10 Italiah 

11/10 Ajitesh 

11/10 Gurnoor 

12/10 Elester 

12/10 Rhea 

13/10 Banveet 

15/10 Logan  

15/10 Meilani 

15/10 Xander-Cage 

Rimu 
Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Malo e lelei, Ni hao, Hello! 
Last term we had a few different language weeks and have been keen to learn a 
little about each culture and include them all when greeting others. In the past 
few weeks we have been learning ways to look after our Manukau Harbour and to 
preserve it for future generations.  Even though we are small we are mighty!  We 
can 'Do the right thing' by reduce, reuse and recycle, turning off lights, using less 
power and planting more trees. We have enjoyed going to the Manurewa pools to 
improve our swimming abilities and confidence in the water.  These lessons will 
certainly help when we get to swim in our school pool as well in the upcoming 
summer months. The Kaiako in Rimu are pleased with the progress the children 
have made in their narrative writing and how they are beginning to include more 
details and use a wider vocabulary in their work. Kia Kaha Kotou! 

Kauri 

Welcome back to term 4! This is an exciting term for our year sixes. We are already planning and preparing for graduation and prize giving! 
Graduation will definitely be a night to remember. We are looking forward to all of the exciting events happening this term, starting with 
our tabloids in week three. From speech writing to political movements to musical instruments and reading of music - Kauri Ngahere is 

humming along and we are so proud of the progress all of our year sixes have made over the year. We are looking forward to making the 
most of our last term, making it a term of FUN!  

 

https://www.sj.school.nz/

