
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Kia ora, Malo e le lei, Talofa, Ni hao, 

Namaste, Bula, Kia orana, Greetings. 

 

Term two is now well underway and on 

behalf of our school community I welcome 

all new students and families to our school. 

 

TEACHING KEY COMPETENCIES 

As mentioned in my last newsletter all 

schools in New Zealand are working 

towards the introduction of a revised school 

curriculum.  This curriculum must be fully 

functioning by 2010. 

 

The curriculum includes five key 

competencies that are crucial to learning 

success.  These include: 

 thinking 

 using language, symbols and texts 

 managing self 

 relating to others 

 participating and contributing 

 

This term our school focus is managing 

self.  Our aim is to help all children become 

more successful through increased 

independence.  This will help them 

understand that they have a very important 

part to play in their learning. 

 

All staff will be working on this across the 

school and we ask for your support. 

 

You can help by talking with your child 

about “managing oneself” and sharing 

ways they can take an increasing degree of 

responsibility for themselves.  If you would 

like more ideas please don’t hesitate to talk 

with your child’s teacher. 

 

MID YEAR REPORTS 

Teachers are currently working on pupil 

reports for the first half of the school year.  

Reports will be sent home on Friday, 20 

June. 

These documents are designed to give an 

objective and constructive assessment of 

children’s progress.  Once again an 

opportunity to discuss the report with your 

child’s teacher will be arranged before the 

end of term. 

 

WELCOME 

We welcome the new principal of 

Greenmeadows Intermediate Mrs Cathy 

Chalmers to Manurewa.  We look forward to 

continuing our close relationship with 

Greenmeadows as one of their major 

contributing schools. 

 

 

 
THANK YOU 

To our school councillors, house leaders 

and staff members who represented our 

school in the ANZAC parade during the 

recent school holidays.  Our pupils were 

excellent ambassadors for our school with 

Pele Wharawhara and Curtis Newman 

laying a wreath on behalf of us all. 

 

SCHOOL DONATIONS 

Thank you to the many parents who have 

made the school donation of $40 per pupil 

for the year (or $10 per term).  Payment for 

Term 2 can be made at any time to the 

school office. 

 

Thank you.  

L Thew      
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STAR 

PUPIL 

 
 
MAY 

23 Student files of work home (Yrs 3 - 6) 

30 Parents’ meeting 2pm school staffroom 

 
JUNE 

  2 Queen’s birthday.  School closed. 

  6 Next newsletter 

  9 Board of Trustees’ monthly meeting      

     7pm. 

20 Student reports home. 

 

JULY 

  3 Parent interviews 

  4 School closes for Term 2 at 3pm. 

 

        

 

 
 
To pupils who have joined us recently 
 

Nathan Nuku, Tomilea Bourke, Aaftaab 

Sidhu, Vinesh Kumar, Manaia Govenor, 

Wyatt Proffitt, Nathanael de Bruin, Rita de 

Bruin, Oneal Karimo, Imran Ali, Hayong 

Jung, Daeun Jung, Jennifer-Rose Kara, 

Josiah Pupuo, Steffi Webb-Butler. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To people who have a special day about 

now. 

 
MAY 

16 Ryan Mead-Flower   17 Ilaisaane Tuiaki 

18 Jaycob Kett Marshall  

18 Lauryn Conlogue  19 May Dong 

19 Kydell Pearson  20 James Webb 

21 Faith Nuku       22 Immanuel Shah 

22 Parambir Singh    23 Noah Faust 

23 Angela Kett        25 Mya Talaimanu 

26 Gianni Aro-Reid      26 Lyrix Fuimaono 

28 Ualesi Fuilala    28 Dante MacKenzie 

28 D’Cody Mortensen     28 Sam Ward  

29 Samuel Bates   29 Darius Te Wharau 

30 Ciaran Cowie         30 Brandon Lyng 

31 Yatin Gulati         31 Saylim Rogers 

 
 

JUNE 

1 Faamanu Fuilala       1 Abhirath Sarbajna 

2 Archana Bala           2 Waikura Henare 

3 Lana Bradley           4 Logan Alderson 

4 Dolsavanh Breach 4 Jonathan Cook 

4 Hannah McCarthy      4 Sarai McKay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following students have been 
recognised by their class teachers for 
showing diligence and achievement in all 
aspects of their school and classwork. 
 

R1 Quinn Motuliki R2 Prisca Wang 

R3 Isaiah Sola R4 Daniel Tovio 

R5 Aiden Enoka R6 Gustavo Pohatu 

R7 Taumatina Natini R8 Sam Megson 

R9 Faith Tauelangi R10 Samantha France 

R11 Aminder Patwalia-Singh  

R12 Sara Khalaf R13 Dominique Doolan 

R14 Paige-June Leo R15 Ashweta Deo 

R16 Curtis Newman R17 Monica Tang 

R18 Vishay Prasad R19 Salem McKay 

R20 Kirsten Willis R21 Connor Blackburn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOM 1 

Last week we went in the bendy bus to the 

marae.  We went over the harbour bridge 

and I saw lots of water and boats and cars.  

At the marae we went to see a giant totem 

pole that was made out of wood.  The little 

totem poles were guarding the big one.  I 

did the hongi and the songs.  I saw the 

carvings.  The man was cutting the wood 

and we had to block our eyes.   
    Jeiven Puru-Time 

We went to the marae in the bus.  The totem 

pole was really big.  It was bigger than us.  

The clouds were up in the sky and they 

made it look like it was going to fall down.  

There were lots of people doing the haka.  I 

did a hongi with my nose.  We sat on the 

mat and we sang.  Joshua Anderson 



ROOM 3 

We are busy reading and writing interesting 

traditional legends.  We went to visit the 

Awataha Marae on the North Shore.  We 

sang waiata and some of us got to perform 

in a story.  We saw a very interesting totem 

pole presented to New Zealand during the 

1990 Commonwealth Games.  It was made 

in Canada.  A man demonstrated and 

explained the pictures on the wood 

carvings. 

 

ROOM 5 

We’ve had a busy start to the term with an 

exciting trip to Awataha Marae.  We went to 

the marae on the bendy bus.  We went over 

the Harbour Bridge.  We saw the Sky Tower, 

the Victoria Park chimney, the NZ Emirates 

yacht, the Chelsea Sugar Company and the 

Tip Top Ice Cream factory. 

 

At the marae we were welcomed by the 

Awataha whanau.  We had an amazing day 

and can share a lot with our whanau. 

 

ROOM 7 

We had a very exciting adventure on the day 

of our marae trip when our bus broke down 

on the motorway!  The police and the fire 

fighters had to come and help us because 

our bus filled with smoke!  They had their 

sirens on and flashing lights too!  We 

waited on the motorway for a new bus to 

come and watched all the traffic go past.   

 

The police said that we were very sensible 

and that our school should be proud of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOM 9 

We have been learning about Maori culture. 

We know how to say hello, ‘kia ora’ and 

introduce ourselves in Maori.  When we visit 

a marae we know how to show our respect 

by listening, looking and keeping ourselves 

still. 

In our class we have been practising how to 

greet each other by doing a hongi.  It is fun 

to learn about these things.  Tino pai! 

 

ROOM 11 

What is “Managing Self?”  We are learning 

to manage ourselves better in our 

classroom by taking more responsibility for 

our own belongings, being prepared with 

our pencil, ruler and rubber before school 

begins, doing things for ourselves and not 

having our parents do them for us and 

speaking up for ourselves.  These are our 

class goals that we have set for the next 

five weeks.  Our goals are on a contract that 

we have all signed. 

 

We are also learning to show integrity.  

Integrity is being honest, responsible and 

being accountable for our actions.  We have 

enjoyed talking about managing ourselves 

with our peers and also at home with our 

parents. 

 

ROOM 13 

We have completed our research on 

volcanoes.  Everyone in the class worked in 

small groups.  We worked out the questions 

we wanted to research and we used a range 

of reference materials to help us find our 

answers.  When we completed them we put 

them on the wall.  We found out lots of 

interesting facts about volcanoes.  Did you 

know that volcanoes throw bombs?  After 

completing our research we wrote poems 

about volcanoes.  These were presented on 

the computer. 

We are also looking at how we can take 

responsibility for ourselves.  We should use 

our initiative and be well organised before 

school.  Caitlin Turner and Tanisha Ingley 

 

ROOM 15 

We have started learning about kaimoana 

this term.  Did you know that the legal limit 

of cockles per person per day is only 50?  If 

we take more kaimoana than we need for 

one meal, we might not have any left for the 

future. 

 

We have also started on our digital 

portfolios using PowerPoint.  We have been 

learning to insert our photos into a shape 

on our cover page. 



ROOM 17 

We have been working on our descriptive 

writing including a detailed description of a 

banana with lots of adjectives and similes. 

 

We are excited to have our new Smartboard 

up and running and look forward to using it 

in all sorts of interesting ways. 

 

We have started our topic study on New 

Zealand’s kaimoana by learning to identify 

all our tastiest species. 

 

Finally, congratulations to the Room 17 

participants in the interschool cross 

country.  We are so proud of their 

accomplishments! 

 

ROOM 19 

What a great study we are doing this term.  

We are learning all about fish.  We can’t 

wait for our trip to Kelly Tarlton’s when we 

will see lots of different species of fish.  

Already we know that fish are cold blooded 

and they breathe with their gills. 

 

This term we are learning to manage 

ourselves.  That means taking responsibility 

for our own actions.  We have a chart to fill 

in to see how well we are doing.  We have to 

make sure we are all organised before the 

start of every day.    Jessica Taufa 

 

ROOM 21 

For the last two weeks we have been 

learning about kaimoana and shellfish.  We 

are looking forward to going to the marae 

and Kelly Tarlton’s.  Last term we learnt 

about Maori history and we learnt a myth 

about “Maui and the Sun.”  We also made 

some birds to hang on the wall like the tui, 

the kiwi and the pukeko.  We also made 

some suns from the story of Maui and the 

Sun.  We have been learning songs with 

Room 17 for our marae visit.   
                       Victoria Black and Alora May 

 

 

 

CROSS COUNTRY REPORT 

Well done to our interschool cross country 

team of approximately 50 pupils who 

represented our school at Mountfort Park 

last Tuesday.  

 

All team members ran with great pride and 

determination.  Congratulations to everyone 

involved with a special well done to the 

following placegetters. 

 

Year 3 & 4 Girls 2nd Angela Kett, 4th Jewel 

Harvey, 5th Hayley Sephton, 8th Kiri Tata Nga 

Waka, 10th Madison Harvey, 16th Shiarna 

Johnson. 

Year 3 & 4 Boys 1st Kamaldeep Patwalia, 6th 

Josiah Ru, 19th Vincent Spyve. 

Year 5 Girls 3rd Sarah Bracewell, 5th Brytten 

Reynolds, 17th Caitlyn Turner. 

Year 5 Boys 4th Ali Al-Kashoosh, 12th Ualesi 

Fuilala, 13th Dylan Elsmore, 19th Vinal 

Prasad, 20th Anandarup Dasgupta. 

Year 6 Girls 4th Sara Khalaf, 7th Teigan 

Clark, 8th D’Arcy Knight. 

Year 6 Boys 2nd Devon Redshaw, 14th 

Robbie Gemmell. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Primary school aged children are invited to 

a Mid Winter Christmas Party.  Saturday, 21 

June 6.30 – 8.30pm at Manukau Central 

Baptist Church, 75 Everglade Drive.  Please 

bring a small plate for supper and a gold 

coin.  Dress up in your Christmas colours. 

PARENT INFORMATION MEETING 

Have you wondered what information 

teachers use to write student reports? 

Have you questions to ask about why 

reports are written the way they are? 

Have you wondered what questions to 

ask at report interview time? 

 

If you have then this meeting is for you.  

Join Mrs Sowden and Mr Thew on Friday, 

30 May at 2pm in the school staffroom. 

 

Perhaps you could come early and join 

us before picking up your child at 3 

o’clock. 

STOP PRESS 

Thank you to everyone who was able to 

join us for lunch on International Families 

Day.  We had a great day. 


