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Kia ora, Malo e Lelei, Talofa Lava, Ni Hao, Namaste,  

Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Kia orana, Mauri, Greetings. 

 

It has been a busy couple of weeks since the last newsletter. Our youngest students celebrated their first 100 days of school with 
party games and music, and the whole school thoroughly enjoyed the drumming percussion group, Strike, when they performed in 
our auditorium. Cross country practices are well underway, as are rehearsals for our Kahui Ako Music Festival in November. It was 
pleasing to see so many parents at interviews last week, resulting in 354 important learning conversations. Your partnership is 
always valued. My special congratulations go to our chess team who placed second in the 2023 South Auckland Primary 
Interschool Chess Championship – we are very proud of you. 

Attendance 

Every day matters to your child’s education. First thing in the morning and last thing in the afternoon are really important times of 
the day. This is when teachers set expectations and reflect on the day’s learning. Important messages are also given at this time. 
Therefore, I ask that children arrive at school at 8:55am and are picked up after 3pm. Medical and dental appointments also need 
to be made after 3pm. Educational success depends on regular attendance, please prioritise this for your child. 

Important Parent Notice 

Last week our local area had reports of a ‘stranger’ hanging around school gates. Our local community police officer is aware, and 
has asked us to follow up at school as part of our safety procedures. Whilst school continues to deliver a ‘keeping ourselves safe’ 
programme as part of our curriculum delivery, it is timely for parents and whānau to remind children of your expectations 
regarding strangers and what to do if they are approached. 

General Knowledge-a-thon 

Our big fundraising activity for the year is underway. Information has been distributed and we ask that you support your child with 
sponsorship from family, friends and work colleagues. Please also help your child learn the answers to a range of interesting and 
challenging questions. Our aim is to support tamariki to achieve 50 out of 50! The big test day is 25 th August. Once sponsorship 
cards are returned to you, money can be collected and brought to school. General knowledge-a-thon money goes towards buying 
extra equipment for our children over and above what we can afford from our Ministry budget. With your help, we can continue to 
provide excellent resources and equity of opportunity for our tamariki. 

Ngā mihi nui 
Michelle Dibben 

Principal  
 
 

Ti Kouka 
 

How ‘’Maui Slowed the Sun’  and other Maori myths and 
legends have captivated our whānau recently. Peter Gossage’s 

amazing stories and fabulous artwork have been very much 
enjoyed.  The children  have made a huge effort to write 

outstanding recounts and have enjoyed sharing their stories 
with their peers. Diversity is a great school value to celebrate 
and our children do it so well. We are continually learning to 
appreciate each others’ backgrounds and the values that we 
each hold. We are celebrating each other through language, 

art, dance and song.  
 

Kauri 

Kauri Ngahere has been busy in our writing rotations; 
researching and creating information reports based on 

conservation, experimenting with dialogue using conservation 
as our focus for narrative and surveying our podmates to form 
the basis of our persuasive writing! Our Kauri Ngahere ākonga 

have been awesome and have been showing great 
determination in mastering the different writing skills needed 
for each genre. In inquiry, our ākonga have been busy learning 
about native ngahere especially past and present threats to our 

native flora and fauna. We are looking forward to our 
intermediate transition visits! This year has flown by! A 

reminder that regular attendance is a must for our ākonga to be 
adequately prepared for the rest of this year and  

next - academically, socially and holistically.   

Nikau 
 

This week we have welcomed Whaea Alazae to Nikau 
pod. We are all looking forward to having her on practicum 

with us for the next 5 weeks. This week students have 
been given their General Knowledge-a-thon questions. We 

are all so excited to test each other's knowledge on our 
community and basic general knowledge. Swimming and 

large ball skills are going well and we are enjoying 
improving our skills in this area. Our cross country squad 

has been putting in lots of training and are getting pumped 
for the big event.    

 Tuesday 22 August 
 Interschool Cross Country 

Mountfort Park 
 

Friday 25 August 
General Knowledge-a-thon 

Testing 
 

Wednesday 13 September 
Basketball 

Bruce Pulman Park 
 

Friday 15 September  
Junior Cross Country TBC 

 
Last day of Term 3 

Friday 22 September 

Kowhai 
 

In Kōwhai, we just love reading! We are enjoying chapter books 
after lunch in our whānau groups. As part of our reading goals, we 

are learning to read for longer periods of time; some of us are 
even taking chapter books home! Our letters and sounds 

knowledge has improved immensely over the past two and a half 
terms. We are finding rhyming easier and are able to use sounds 
and blends to help us spell words by ourselves. Over the next two 

weeks, we will be working hard to learn all our general  
knowledge-a-thon questions. Have fun learning about our school, 
local community, and plain old general knowledge. Did you know 

that polar bears live in the Arctic?  

 

Titoki 
 

 Titoki listened to the myth "Maui and the Sun" and our goal this week 
was to write a character description of Maui. It was a new style of 
writing for us and we had to do lots of noticing and talking to come up 
with keywords to use in our writing. Then we wrote about what Maui did in 
the story. This story is written by Viaan. "Maui was angry at the sun 
because there was too much darkness and Maui couldn't see to eat his 
food. Maui decided on a plan. He put ropes around the sun and Maui held a 
weapon to the sun. Then the sun said to Maui, "I'm dying, don't you see." 
Maui slowed the sun down so the people had more light and could hunt for 
their food. They could do more things with the sun shining and the people 
would be happier." This was an exciting myth to write about for all the 
children in Titoki. 

Puriri 
 

In Pūriri the learning never stops and the children are having fun exploring 
place-value in numbers up to 999! We are all becoming more confident 
writers and we love our creature feature writing. Last week we learned 

about eels. I wonder what it will be this week!   

Rimu  
This week we have begun a new challenge!  We are excited to 
join in the Zespri Virtual Adventure Challenge to learn how to 
increase our fitness through exercise and moving as well as 
making healthy choices about food and drink.  20,000 kiwi kids 
are joining the challenge and we were lucky to be included and 
also receive a pedometer each to track our steps.  Even the 
teachers and teacher aides are tracking their movement and 
there is some 'friendly' competition happening with who can get 
the most steps. 
On a sad note this is the last week for Whaea K and we will miss 
her a lot!  She has been a shining light in Rimu, a smiling face 
and great teacher to all of us. We wish her all the best as she 
starts at her new school in Dunedin next Monday.  We welcome 
Mrs Margaret Lynch, who is an experienced teacher and will be 
joining Rimu pod at the beginning of Week 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You are unique, just like me.  

We are different and we all matter. 

It is who we are, what we are and 

how we think that matters” 

 

 

Totara 

Tobias      Samaira 

Armaan     Tohu 

Logan       Bilaal 

Aviraj  

Kowhai  

Braxston   Sherry 

Carter   Deijahzan 

Evan     India-Rae 

Ti kouka  

Isime’eli    Lucan  

Skylah    Ranveer 

McKenzie     Jett 

Nikau 

Nicholas    Luca 

Akaiti  Charlotte 

Mila    Izzabelle 

Puriri 

Abel 

Santana-Lee 

Titoki  

Genevieve    Harry 

Chelsea      Katinia 

Kelly            Oscar 

Rimu  

Giana      Corbyn 

Geelan     Anmol 

Onicah      Eden 

Kauri 

Meera 

Xander-Cage 

Aisea 

 

These students have been  

recognised by their class teachers for displaying our school value  

 

8/8 Jayvin 

8/8 Judah 

8/8 Aron 

9/8 Aurora 

10/8 Dallas  

10/8 Olivia-Munroe 

11/8 Charlotte 

11/8 Tanya 

12/8 M-Jay 

12/8 Mason 

12/8 Rocky 

13/8 Blaine 

14/8 Oakley 

14/8 Tnsei 

15/8 Evaan  

17/8 Bella-Donna  

17/8 Krishvi 

19/8 Mayson 

Totara 
We were very lucky to have a 

couple of shows to watch in 

the last couple of weeks at 

school. We saw a Cook Island 

group perform drumming and 

dancing for us, we particularly 

liked watching the girl dance, 

we thought she looked like a 

princess. We also watched a 

drumming performance by a 

percussion group called 

Strikes. It was very loud, but 

we enjoyed seeing all the 

different drums and thought it 

was very funny when the 

teachers got up to do a drum 

battle. We enjoyed our 100 

days of school party where we 

made crowns, decorated 

biscuits with icing and 

sprinkles and finished it off 

with a dance party with 

balloons. We have been 

having so much fun in Totara 
pod!  

 Mana Kids Nurse: Anita Lea 

Our nurse is available at school by  

appointment to advise and support you 

with any health concerns for your children. 

She is available for hearing and vision 

checks and will throat swab for   infection 

at your request. Referrals can be made to 

see the nurse or for 

advice and support via 

application @ the 

school office. 

Lost Property 

Please encourage your 

children to check for any 

lost property  

regularly. There is a large 

amount of   

unnamed personal   

clothing and items outside 

the staffroom, just waiting 

to return 

home. 

 


