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Kia ora, Malo e Lelei, Talofa Lava, Ni Hao, Namaste,  

Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Kia orana, Mauri, Greetings. 

 

 

Welcome to our new students and their families. We look forward to working alongside you in the coming years. 
 
This term I have seen budding authors, musicians and cultural performers showcase their talents. We have had visitors in school engaging children 
through science, robotics and dance. Opportunities for learning experiences beyond the classroom have included trips to the library, a junior school 
visit to see the production of ‘A Lion in the Meadow’ and MPSSA sporting events. These extra-curricular events enhance the delivery of our curriculum 
adding value to the daily programmes in classrooms. Our children are very lucky! Thank you to the Trusts and volunteers that support our school. 
 
Building update 
 
We hope to be in our new classrooms for the start of term 4. The building contractors remain on schedule and we are pleased with the progress.  
Landscaping plans are well underway too.  
 
Staffing 
 
It is with sadness that we farewell Lianne McLeod, a lead teacher in the senior school, and a member of staff for the past 7 years. The leadership  
opportunities available at her new school are exciting and we wish her well on the next step of her career.  
 
Helping your child’s learning 

 
One of the best things we can do for our children is to help them learn resilience and independence. These skills are a focus for us this year. Ask 
your  
children to talk to you about the ‘learning pit’.  However, in our desire to be helpful we can sometimes reduce rather than build these skills. Here 
are some helpful pointers to assist children as we work in partnership to grow resilient, independent learners.  
 

 1. Let your child make decisions and take responsibilities for problems they can solve themselves.  
  At the same time, encourage them to ask for help when needed.  
 2. Develop Independence early e.g. make them responsible for carrying their school bag, hanging it up and organizing themselves for the 
  start of  the day. 
 3. Give children choice but not too much. This stops them from taking the easy option or avoiding difficult situations. For example, going 
  to school every day is non-negotiable even when it is wet or they are having friendship issues.  
 4. Don’t let children give in too easily. Research shows that resilient learners link success with effort and don’t give up when something is  
  difficult, their team is not winning or they are not enjoying something in that moment.  
 5. Children need to assess risk. Remaining in their comfort zone will not set them up for the possibility of failure. We need to support  
  children as risk takers.  
 
 Overall the message is—let children make their own decisions and mistakes whenever possible. With your support we can develop resilient, 
 brave individuals who take ownership and responsibility for themselves and their learning.   
 
Michelle Dibben 
Principal 

Room 12  
We have really enjoyed learning about the  
Puhinui stream and the pollution in our 
local waterways. Our posters are a great 
source of information about what has been  
happening in our local environment. We 
have worked hard over Terms 1 and 2 to 
complete our kite and Korowai,  
representing the legend of Manurewa—
Manurewa is Maori for “drifting Kite” and 
our school’s vision and values  
respectively. We developed an  
understanding of Kowhaiwhai patterns 
before creating strips of Kowhaiwhai for 
our kite and completed our feathers for the 
Korowai.  

Room 2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
One day 
the little green frog he climbed 
up the stalk and looked at the 
views and saw the sunset. He 
jumped on the Lilly pad and the 
sun was going all the way down. 
He went to bed.  
By Micah 

Room 22  
We have been working really hard on our 
food project and getting ready for our final 
presentation on Thursday. We have our 
prototypes made and most of our groups in 
our class have cooked and made their 
snacks. We need to polish some of our final 
designs in order to make them suitable for 
holding the food products they are  
designed to hold.   
Room 22 has also been working hard on 
their student tracking sheets. We are still 
getting our heads around how to track our 
own learning, but we are getting there! 
Keep an eye out for your child's tracking 
sheet at the end of Term 2! 

In Room 14 we are learning how to use 
metaphors in our writing to make our 
writing more detailed. We learnt how to 
use tableaus to act out our emotions and 
understand them better.  
Our inquiry this term is into food and well
-being and we are learning about how to 
make healthy snacks. We are also  
enjoying our enrichment options, Te Ao 
Maori, Robotics, Sewing and Art.  
By Prateeti, Ethan, Tanya, Naman 
Xander-Cage, Rocky, and Addison. 

 
Room 10 adapted a poem called ‘Did you Ever’ 
written by a young author - Nathan Reed. These 

poems capture a moment in time.  
 

Did you ever 

Go to the stock cars? 
Engines roaring 

Tires squealing 

Hot dogs steaming 
Crowd cheering. 

I love it! 
By Fabian 

 

Did you ever  
Go to Denny’s  
For Breakfast? 

Sausages sizzling 
Toast popping 

Bacon frying 
Tummy grumbling 

Let’s eat! 
By Kalais 

 

Did you ever 

Have a baby brother? 
Lets wriggling 

Mouth yawning 
Lips smiling 

Eyes closing 

Baby sleeping. 
I love him! 

R1  Mannat  

R2 Joshua 

R3 Levi   

R4  Taya 

R5  Gurmanjot 

R6  Zion 

R7 Amaira 

R8 Charlotte 

R9  Jaskirat 

R10  Sehajdeep 

R11  Danny 

R12  Jada-Cee 

R13 Heba  

R14  Emersyn 

R15  Zephaniah 

R16  Louie 

R17 Lauren 

R18  Gurprem 

R19 Sione 

R20 Kylah   

R21  Yashan 

R22 Irene  

20/5 Abualfadl 
20/5 Risha 
21/5 Eden  
21/5 Abhideep 
21/5 Isabella 
21/5 Lucius 
22/5 Talmage  
23/5 Kasey  
23/5 Taonga 
24/5 Lilly  
24/5 Lyla   
24/5 Danny  
25/5 Gurprem  
26/5 Carley 
28/5 Seerat  
 

28/5 Sione  
28/5 Ronak 
28/5 Fangupo 
28/5 Alexus  
29/5 Eliezer 
30/5 Manmeet 
31/5 Leilani  
1/6 Biraj  
3/6 Malcolm 
3/6 Gianna 
3/6 Andres  
4/6 Te Aroha 
7/6 McKenzie 
7/6 Cian  
7/6 Roshan  
 

8/6 Khiem  
9/6 Zachariah  
9/6 Ayush  
11/6 Gunawardeep 
11/6 Jett 
12/6 Syeda 
13/6 Aleesha 
13/6 Prabhjot 
13/6 Hannah 
14/6 Izaiah 
15/6 Cairo 
18/6 Andrena 
19/6 Geelan  
19/6 Gianna  
19/6 Kevin  
19/6 Samuel   
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Room 8 has had lots of fun  
learning about measurement. Did 
you know that you don’t have to use 
a measuring tape or a ruler to  
measure something? We discovered 
that you can measure with blocks 
(unifix cubes). We measured  
different things around our  
classroom like chairs, tables,  
cushions and even people. We 
found out that our classroom was 
586 blocks long!  

In Room 4 we loved exploring the season Autumn! We found a sneaky spot in 
the school where there were so many leaves from an oak tree. We loved 
throwing them in the air and watching them twist and twirl, tumble and 

swirl, to the ground. 
Room 16 
We are enjoying having our student 
teacher, Mr Gonzales, helps us  
develop our musical skills.  We have 
been able to learn several amazing 
songs, and can now even sing in two 
part harmony. If you are standing  
 
outside our classroom before the three 
o’clock bell goes each day you may be 
able to hear  us practicing. 
We have also been able to learn about 
the different musical  
instruments in an orchestra and can 
now understand the reasons for the 
different sounds these instruments 
make. 
Room 16 chefs have been busy baking a 
variety of foods. We have focused on 
recipes that do not contain too much 
sugar, and will continue to do so in the 
next few weeks.  

Room 18  
 

Welcome to new students  

Dyanvi, Lilly, Ekjot, Roshan, Seerat, Biraj, Malcolm  

Room 20  
There has been lots of music making magic in room 20. 
We are all learning to read and understand musical 
notes and writing beat and rhythm patterns for  
practice. As our reading theme this term is Fairy Tales 
and Nursery Rhymes, we have chosen a  
favourite nursery rhyme to chant using beats with 
drums ( plastic buckets ) and body percussion. Some 
students are sharing rhymes in their own language 
which is fun.  

Room 6 has been up to all sorts of fun and exciting things this term.  We have been learning more about coding and robotics with 
the use of Scratch, Spheros, and Microbits, this has been a lot of fun and we have had to do lots of problem-solving.  This week 
we started to experiment with a base recipe for cupcakes and we are going to start making our own custom recipes and adding 
other ingredients such as apple, peas, corn, beetroot, and chickpeas.  It will be very interesting to see how these taste.   

By Bonnie  By Kyan 


