
               

 

 

  
Thursday 23 February 2023 

 

 

 

Kia ora, Malo e Lelei, Talofa Lava, Ni Hao, Namaste,  

Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Kia orana, Mauri, Greetings. 

 

It has been fantastic to welcome everyone back for our first full week this term! The children have made an 
enthusiastic start and are enjoying making new friends and having fun with their learning. We had a good turnout at 
the Meet the Teacher evening. It was an opportunity for families to see our learning spaces and outdoor environment. 
We are really proud of our spaces and I would like to say thank you to our staff who made sure the grounds and 
classrooms were ready for our eager learners and their whānau. 

During the holidays we had our new solar panels installed to provide heating for our pool. We also have a cover so that 
we can extend our swimming programme throughout terms 1 and 4. Our privacy panels for the changing rooms are 
expected to be in place shortly. 

School Banking  
We offer students banking facilities with the ASB Bank. Our banking day is Tuesday. If you would like your child to bank 
through the school please pick up a form from the school office.  
 
Bible in School  
This optional programme takes place from 9am—9.30am each Wednesday begining the first Wednesday of March and 
finishing in November. The programme is available for children in Years 3 –6. The lessons are taken by accredited Bible 
in Schools teachers and are Christian based. Please return the consent form as soon as possible.  
 
School Safety 
Our school gates are locked between 9am and 2.55pm. Day visitors to the school are asked to sign in at the school 
office and wear a visitors badge whilst on school grounds. All children are expected to leave school grounds at 3pm.  
We ask that children and families use the pedestrian crossings to cross the road. We strongly discourage the 
dangerous activity of crossing Hill Road opposite Newhook Lane. It is important that our children learn the correct 
and safe way to manage themselves by busy roads and would like parents to help us model this for our children. We 
also ask that you refrain from parking on the yellow lines.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Attendance 
Every day matters to a child’s education. First thing in the morning and last thing in the afternoon are really important 
times of day. This is when teachers set expectations for the day and then reflect the day’s learning. 
Important messages are also given at these times. Therefore, I ask that you get children to school by 9am and do not 
pick them up early except in an absolute emergency. Please plan medical and dental appointments, where ever 
possible, after 3pm. Teachers would also welcome minimal disruptions to their classroom programmes.  
 

Ngā mihi nui 
Michelle Dibben 
Principal 

2023 Term Dates  

 

Term 1 

31 January - 6 April  

Term 2  

24 April - 30 June 

Term 3  

7 July - 22 September  

Term 4  

9 October - 15 December 

 

Term 1 Event Calendar 

 
Tuesday 28 February 

Swimming Carnival Year 4-6 

Manurewa High School  

 

Monday 13—15 March 
Year 6 Camp  

 
Wednesday 15 March 

Cricket Year 4-6 - Mountfort Park 

 

Wednesday 22 March  
Junior School Swimming Carnival  

 

 

 

Ti Kouka 
We have thoroughly enjoyed meeting our new class members and 
learning about their families, their interests and their senses of 
humour. We really like our new pod, our outside deck and 
discovering different play areas. The water in our school pool is 
now heated by solar power and swimming lessons are something the 
children really look forward to every day. 

 

 

1/2Aydan 

1/2 Cairo-Belle 

1/2 Jaskirat 

2/2 Asher 

2/2 Maire 

3/2 Gilbert 

3/2 Kevin 

3/2 Zion  

4/2 Ayyan 

6/2 Thrinav 

7/2 Brax 

7/2 Izzabelle 

 

 

7/2 Kaley  

8/2 Casyriah 

8/2 Djanira  

9/2Hunter 

9/2 Seraphina 

10/2 Wendy 

11/2 Imaanvir 

11/2 Lea 

12/2 Jeremiah 

12/2 Summer 

13/2 Nyra 

13/2 Zoe 

 

 

14/2 Keshav 

16/2 Maia 

18/2 Aiyana 

18/2 Elisa-Aida 

18/2 Tanveer 

19/2 Nate 

19/2 Rita  

20/2 Emma 

21/2 Scott 

23/2 Chelsea 

23/2 Tayjaria-
Leigh 

Totara 

Tōtara Pod have been having a great time as we settle into 
school. We have been enjoying getting to know each other, who 
is in our family and what we enjoy doing outside of school with 
them. We have been exploring the different parts of our school, 
all of the places we can play and especially the swimming pool 
which we get to swim in every day. We have started learning to 
read and write in our classrooms and are very excited to take 
home books to read with our family each night. What a great start 
to school we have had. 

Kauri 
 

We have had a fantastic start to the year in Kauri 
Ngahere! We are slowly but surely getting used to the 
new routines, expectations and even our brand new 
kaiako Miss Fa’apuea (who is awesome). We are 
organised a little differently in our Kauri Ngahere… Each 
kaiako has a kōhanga (nest); Mrs McHaffie-Green is the 
Kōtare, Miss Fa’apuea & Mrs Armitage are the Kererū, 
Miss Radich is the Pīwakawaka and Mrs McLean is the 
Kea. Well done to our new House & Sport Leaders and 
Student Councillors who have been carefully selected by 
the kaiako within our kura. We are very proud of you all 
and cannot wait to see what exciting things you all get up 
to! We are all looking forward to camp in week 7. Please 
remember to bring your notices back so we are all set to 
go! 

Titoki  
 

So Sweet To Be In Titoki 2023! 
 

Time for learning  
 I hear laughter, singing and 

happy voices 
There’s  so much fun to be had 
Organised with our book bags  
Kicking and splashing every 

afternoon 
I feel loved and valued in Titoki. 

Kow hai  

Kowhai 
We’ve started off with a real buzz in Kowhai! We're thrilled 
to be back at school and to be in Year 2. Like bees, we are a 
great community of workers who love learning and helping 
each other. We have been exploring our new learning space 
and getting to know each other. It has been wonderful to 
see old friends and meet new ones.  We have been busy 
learning about each other, how we are similar, and the ways 
we are different.  

In maths, we have been learning about different ways to 
show and compare information on a graph. Find out who has 
the longest name in our class, who has a brother and sister 
or who loves chocolate ice cream on our wall display. 
Swimming is a highlight of our day. With the warm 
afternoons, we just can’t wait to get in! Already our 
confidence and water skills are improving and we are 
learning the importance of keeping ourselves safe around 
water. We are so excited for the rest of the year and all of 
the learning and growing that we will do together. If your 
child is in Kowhai, don’t forget to join our class Dojo for 
ongoing updates about your busy little bee! 

These students have been  

recognised by their class teachers for displaying our school value  

Totara 

Zachariah  

Akesa  

Carter 

Kowhai  

Aurora 

Prateek 

Jasleen 

Ti Kouka  

Rithvik 

Zoravar 

Megan 

Nikau 

Zephaniah 

Maddison 

Ritisha 

Puriri 

Chloe 

Titoki  

Aiden-Cruz  

Hezekiah 

Oliver 

Rimu  

Italiah 

Sienna 

Phillip 

Kauri 

Arnav 

Liam 

Cairo 

Rimu 

We are super excited to be back at 
school!  It has been lovely to see so many 
smiling faces and children ready to 
learn.  To start off the new year in Rimu, 
we collaborated together to form a tree that 
represents us by colouring a section each 
and is looking fabulous on our wall.  We 
have also spent time discussing and 
forming our Pod Treaty and signed this 
agreement with our leaf names.  At the 
beginning of the term we had some people 
from Water Skills for Life come to teach the 
children about keeping safe in the water. 
We will continue to teach these skills and 
swimming confidence and stamina in the 
water.  Our swimming days are from 
Monday-Thursday and it would be great to 

have all the children participate to develop 
their own skills so that they can be safe in 
and around water.  

Nikau 
 

We have had a great start to the year in Nikau Pod.  We 
are enjoying getting to know each other and setting goals 

for the year ahead.  Swimming in the pool has been a 
highlight for everyone and having solar heating is making 

it much nicer for us all.  We are lucky to have Mrs 
Robertson and Mrs McQuoid as Teacher Aides in our pod 
this year and they are working hard helping the teachers 
and students.  Mr Avauli  has been a student teacher in 
Nikau for the last few weeks and we all look forward to 

him returning two days a week later in the term and then 
for another 5 weeks in Term 2. 

Puriri 
 

The children of Pūriri are settling well 
into our routines and showing an 

eagerness to learn. In the afternoon 
there is rainbow that forms in our 

classroom from the way the sunlight 
hits one of our windows.  We had fun 
taking photos with the rainbow on our 
face! We have also loved swimming 
every day in the pool that now has 

solar-heating - it's so warm! 
 

Year 6 Camp 

Payment can be made to the 

school office by cash or via  

Internet banking.  

Payment due Monday 27 February 

Account Name: 

Manurewa Central School 

Account Number:  

12-3109-0012252-00 

Particulars: Your child’s name 

Reference:  Camp 2023 


