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Kia ora, Malo e Lelei, Talofa Lava, Ni Hao, Namaste,  

Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Kia orana, Mauri, Greetings. 

 

Thank you to those parents who came to parent/teacher evening last week – we had a really good turnout. If you missed the opportunity to find out 
how you can support your child’s learning at home, the following ideas may be of help. Our disjointed start to the year emphasises the importance 
of our home/school partnerships, as we work together to ensure sure our tamariki achieve at their best. This newsletter contains ideas for the 
support of reading and writing, mathematics will be covered in the next newsletter. 

 Tell me stories about family events, and then ask me to re-tell in my own words. (My teacher says it doesn’t matter if I miss some things 
out).  

 Tell me stories about events that are important to our hapu and/or iwi and help me to think about how and why they are important today.  

 Help me see that reading and writing go together, by leaving notes for me and encouraging me to leave notes for you. You could put them 
under my pillow, in my lunch box, on the kitchen bench or on the bathroom mirror. 

 Share with me the myths and legends of our tipuna. Help me to consider what messages these carry about tikanga Māori.  

 When the reading book I choose seems a bit hard, take turns at reading it with me and talking about the story - for example, ask me things 
like: What do you think will happen next? Do the characters remind you of anyone you know? Pause occasionally and talk with me about 
what’s happening in the story and any new or interesting words. Have turns with me to find a new word to discuss each day. 

 Help me see that words can be organised in different ways on a page by helping me to read bus timetables, maps and recipes.  

 When we visit our whānau marae, help me to ‘read’ each pou so that I understand their meaning.  

 Help me to write for different purposes - for example, ask me to write a shopping list, a menu for a special dinner, thank you messages or 
short messages e.g. e-mails and texts to my nana and grandad.  

 Talk to me about the books I am reading and the authors I like. It would be great if you could take me to join the local library to find more 
books by the authors I like.  

 Talk to me about your understanding of whakatauākī. Ask me how it might be applied to a situation today. 
I. When I read to you, use the Pause, Prompt, Praise strategy. When I stop at a difficult word, remind me to pause and give me about five 

seconds to think. If I can’t figure out the word on my own, prompt me e.g. say Try that again, or ask me a question about the meaning of the 
story, or ask me to think of a word that makes sense. If I don’t know the word after I have tried it twice, tell me what the word is. When I try 
hard, praise me, tell me something good you noticed. You might say:  

II.  I like the way you tried to work that out. I’m glad you noticed that didn’t make sense/sound right/look right. I saw you checking the picture. 
Good idea. I like the way you skipped the word and then went back.  

 Help me to write to elders in my family in te reo Māori (or other first language) to find some information about where I come from.  

 Talk to me about words in te reo Māori and talk to me about what they mean.  

 Watch Kapa Haka with me. Talk with me about the various ways meaning is made and communicated with an audience through words, 
actions and facial expressions.  

 Tell me about a TV programme you liked when you were my age and ask me to tell you what I like about the characters in my favourite TV 
programme.  

 Talk to me about the steps you are taking as you make dinner or as you fix something. Tell me about the steps you take to make a hangi or 
karanga to manuhiri. Ask me why particular steps are of importance.  

 Talk about the things we see when we travel together, signs, cars, buildings, and people. Play I Spy.  

 Encourage me to read - for example, by letting me choose reading or sleeping for the first 30 minutes of bedtime. 

Ngā mihi nui 
Michelle Dibben 
Principal 

 

          
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

26/2 Meera 

26/2 Vivian 

28/2 Jhajjar 

2/3 Harleen 

2/3 Zac 

3/3 Mikayla 

4/3 Aleki 

5/3 Jasmeen 

 

 

 

6/3 Jimmy-Ray 

6/3 Luca 

7/3 Yusuf 

9/3 Dhwani 

9/3 Mantaaj 

10/3 Lucy 

11/3 Anelise 

11/3 Arushi 

 

 

 

12/3 Aariell 

12/3 Kadynce 

14/3 Ethan 

16/3 Harsimranpreet  

16/3 Loketi 

16/3 Mankirat 

Totara 
 

We have been having a great time settling into our learning in 
Totara. We are enjoying learning to read and love to write in our big 
school writing book. We have been focussing on getting to know 
each other, who is in our class, where we are from and are trying 
our best to learn each other's names. Our favourite time of the day 
continues to be swimming which we get to do every afternoon and 
we are looking forward to being able to show our families what we 
have learned in the pool at the swimming carnival in a couple of 
weeks time.  

Kauri 
 

Our Year 6 camp was a huge success, thanks to our amazing 
parent helpers and our awesome staff members. Tamariki 
displayed our school values in every sense and setting. They 
had lots of fun and enjoyed themselves going from kayaking to 
archery amd taking risks with flying and high ropes. We can't 
wait for the next one.  

Titoki  
 

A focus in Term 1 is on establishing 
routines and expectations both in 
the pod and out in the playground. 
Creating a comfortable and learning 
environment for our students. 
Student voice along with teacher 
assistance will help in defining the 
classroom routines, and this team 
approach builds teacher-student 
relationships, inspires ownership, and 
creates a positive learning space. 
Our school values for Term one is 
respect. Respect for themselves, 
others and property.  

Kowhai  

Kowhai 
Read our fabulous writing based around the book called ‘The Best 

Part of Me’ by Wendy Ewald 

The Best Part of Me is… 

* my heart because it holds my love and my memories.  

* my legs which help me ride my bike fast.  

* my ears because when I sleep they shut out sounds.  

* my hair, my hair is silky and beautiful and I like to curl it.  

* my heart. It is caring and kind. I have a big heart full of happiness 
in my chest.  

* my ears. I love to hear the birds singing in the trees when I wake 
up.  

* my hands because I can hug my friends and family.  

These students have been  

recognised by their class teachers for displaying our school value  

Totara 

Elisa-Aida 

Castiel 

Ishan 

Kowhai  

Hargun  

Helan 

Raymond 

Ti Kouka  

Tyrone 

Benjamin 

Scott 

Nikau 

Alexis  

Vivian 

Patrick 

Puriri 

Astin 

Titoki  

Kali  

Bethany 

Rashmeet 

Rimu 

Mehtaab 

Tnsei 

Elliette 

Kauri 

Christian 

Meera 

Kadynce 

Rimu 
We have had a fabulous few weeks in Rimu. During Inquiry time we 
have been learning about some of the Maori stories from Manurewa 
including the story of Uenuku (the rainbow god) and the story of 
how Manurewa got its name. We have also been practising how to 
pronounce Manurewa correctly to show respect. We are looking 
forward to creating puppets to help us tell these stories later in the 
term.  
Rimu has been focusing on our school's value of diversity. We are all 
unique and we wanted to create self portraits that represented 
unique things about ourselves. Come and have a look at all the unique 
art in our pod!  

Nikau 
 

Nikau students enjoyed the Kia Toa show about resilience. It 
was full of fun, stories and dance. We started enrichment last 
Friday, and we are enjoying going to different activities with the 
other teachers. Our students have been working hard on their 
visual pepeha and have learnt colour blending and perspective. 
We are looking forward to learning about the history of 
Manurewa Central over the next few weeks as part of our 
inquiry. 

Puriri 
 
 

In Pūriri we have been 

learning about creatures 

that slither and slide. Some 

children were brave enough 

to hold a snail and feel its 

slimy body slither along 

their hand, leaving a slimy 

trail (which was promptly 

washed off once the snails 

were put away!). We also had 

a go on the senior adventure 

playground - it was a little 

bit scary but it was fun!  

Ti Kouka 

What a productive few weeks we have had. Our students have been 
showcasing their talents in the swimming pool with increased water 

confidence and skills. Many children are now starting to add arms 
and attempt freestyle. In mathematics Tī kōuka students have 

demonstrated their knowledge of basic facts and how they can count 
on and back. We are working on fast recall to know these when 

called upon. Caregivers will see some number facts in the spelling 
notebook that goes home weekly to help support each child 

with learning these. During writing we have continued 
to  explore new vocabulary looking at adjectives and verbs to make 

our writing more detailed. This focus has really helped with lifting our 
mana as writers. We will continue this focus for the remainder of the 

term.   

 

Year 1-3 Swimming Celebrations 
Swimming skills and progress will 
be celebrated in pod groups, each 

on a separate afternoon 1.40 - 
2.45pm.  

Families are invited to share this 
time. 

Pod Celebration Date 

Totara/Puriri—NE/

Year1 

Friday 24 March 

Kowhai Year 2 
Ti Kouka Year 3  

Tuesday 28 

March 

 Friendly reminder 
                            All 

playgrounds are  
                            closed after 

school. 
                            Gates are 

closed  
                            at 3.20pm. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MCS is a no sweets and  
no fizzy school. Thank you  

with your help with this. 


