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Kia ora, Malo e Lelei, Talofa Lava, Ni Hao, Namaste,  

Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Kia orana, Mauri, Greetings. 

 
As the term ends, I know we are all looking forward to the coming holidays. It has been a very busy term. Despite the major disruptions of the 
weather events in the first couple of weeks, we have much to celebrate – school camp, diversity week, school haka competition and a full term’s 
swimming in our recently heated pool! 

In the last newsletter I suggested ideas for supporting literacy learning at home. Today, I hope you find the following mathematics ideas helpful. 

 Ask your child to help with the shopping by comparing the brands of the things you buy to find the best value for money.  

 Teach them a new card game you can play together.  

 Let them show you their favourite app with some maths in it. 

 Talk to their teacher about how they’re doing in maths and things you can do together so they can get even better.  

 Help them practise the facts they’re trying to memorise at the moment - for example, forwards and backwards from 100, the 7 times 
     tables or doubling and halving numbers up to 20.  

 Ask them to help prepare dinner and talk to them about any maths involved - for example, halves, quarters, litres, grams,    
     temperatures, etc. and get them to do any measuring or weighing needed.  

 Teach them one of the games you played on the marae when you were young. 

 Show them, and talk with them, about what the graphs and tables in your newspaper/online reading mean.  

 Have a traditional games night at home where the whole family plays a board game like Monopoly together.  

 Tell them about the games you played with your brothers and sisters before computers and TV.  

 Keep playing with them, and encouraging them, in the hard games they’re learning, for example, chess, backgammon or mah-jong, 
     even though they’re not very good yet.  

 Try one of the internet maths games they’ve found, and try to beat their best score.  

 Talk to them about the maths you use every day and at work.  

 Show them the family budget and explain how you pay all the bills and save.  

 Ask them to figure out how much change you should get back from a purchase. Occasionally, if they get the amount right, you might let 
     them keep the change!  
 Help them learn to estimate things like how much things weigh, how long they are, the cost of our groceries, or how long it will take to 
     travel to a certain place.  
 Set up a reward system at home to encourage them to remember what they need to do. Make the points large or small to match 
     what they are learning at school, e.g. a child in year 5 might get 10,000 points for doing the dishes or 758 points for taking out the 
     rubbish and a reward when they have 250,000 points.  

 When you are driving or walking, play Launchpad with them. Spot a number, then use it as a launch pad for seeing how many     
     combinations they can make that number make. For example, there’s a 12 on a letterbox, that's 3x4, 2x6, 10+2, 100–88, half of 24 etc.  

 Have a look in the families' section of the NZ Maths website for activities and games you can do together:  
  http://www.nzmaths.co.nz/families 

 

Staffing 

We are saying goodbye to one of our teacher aides, Violet Dailey, at the end of this term. She has been given the opportunity to work in a full 
immersion te reo environment, and we wish her every success in her new venture. 
Hazel Searle begins her maternity leave on 22nd May. We are fortunate to have secured Nicole Grant, who has relieved in our school previously, 
to cover Hazel’s leave. We wish Hazel and Ryan the very best as they await the birth of their baby. 
We are also excited to announce that Emma Enderby is expecting a baby in September. We will advertise for maternity cover for Emma next 
term. 
 

Ngā mihi nui 
Michelle Dibben 
Principal 

 

 
 

 

17/3 Sehajpreet 

17/3 Sonakshi 

18/3 Levi 

18/3 Prabhjot 

18/3 Shylon 

18/3 Udamveer 

19/3 Genevieve 

19/3 Nina 

20/3 Kaydence 

21/3 Hargun 

21/3 Kaia-Ross 

21/3 Mason 

21/3 Tevita 

 

 

22/3 Cassius-
Storm 

27/3 Benjamin 

27/3 Jasmahar 

28/3 Isime’eli 

28/3 Kyro 

30/3 Gabriel 

30/3 Maddison 

30/3 Mohammad 
Reza 

31/3 Devansh 

31/3 Sukhmeet 

3/4 Braxton 

 

 

3/4 Dylan 

3/4 Kalais 

3/4 Rithvik 

4/4 Fern-Elise 

4/4 Presley 

4/4 Ryan  

4/4 Tejveer 

4/4 Viliami 

5/4 Arnav 

5/4 Jase 

5/4 Lereau 

6/4 Harlem 

 

Totara 
 

We are well and truly settled into school in Totara pod. We have welcomed new 
friends throughout the term and have enjoyed showing them our routines and being a 
buddy with them out on the playground. Our highlight was showing our families the 
different skills we have been working on during swimming lessons at our swimming 
carnival. So many whānau members came out to support us and we were very proud 
to receive a certificate to take home the following week. We have been thinking and 
talking about what we have enjoyed and learned this term in our classes and are 
looking forward to the terms to come. What a great start we have had!  

Kauri 
 

What a term! From guitar lessons to camp, we have been 
BUSY! Our Year 6 leaders led our schools first Diversity 
Week, last week. They led a variety of cultural activities, 
including a henna stall, Poi Rakau tournaments, Ki o Rahi, 
an otai stall, Tahitian dance, the House Haka Competition 
and more! Our Year 6 leaders were fantastic role models, 
who demonstrated initiative and care in their leadership of 
our younger tamariki. Mrs McHaffie-Green's Kōtare have 
been hard at work with their woollen self-portrait 
masterpieces. Miss Fa'apuea's Kererū have been creating 
amazing informative posters after inquiring into culture and 
Miss Radich's Pīwakawaka have been learning all about pā 
tūwatawata and their usage during the land wars, as part of 
their inquiry into the relationships between whenua and the 
individual. Bring on term 2!  

Titoki  
What an awesome term Titoki has 
had getting to know each other! 
Here are some of our tamariki's 

highlights: 
-Drawing and decorating for our 
poem craft 
-Learning how to solve problems 
using our basic facts 
-Cultural week and getting henna 
patterns done 
-Swimming every afternoon, 
learning to float, and showing our 
parents for the swimming carnival 
-Helping our friends out when they 
are hurt 
-Making bar graphs during maths 
-Learning to colour inside the lines 
-Playing with my friends on the 
playground and scooters 
-Digging holes in the sandpit 
We are looking forward to lots more 
learning and fun next term! 

These students have been  

recognised by their class teachers for displaying our school value  

Totara 

Isaac 

Pranav 

Jazlyn 

Kowhai  

Dylan  

Banveet  

Riley May 

Ti Kouka  

Divika  

Elyssa 

Indianna  

Nikau 

Lyla  

Kevin 

Evaan 

Puriri 

Agampreet 

Titoki  

Noa  

Ayla-James 

Ocean-Lee 

Rimu 

Angad  

Sione 

Corbyn 

Kauri 

Asher  

Elester 

Kristy 

Rimu 
Rimu pod are super excited about the upcoming holidays! It has been an 
amazing term that has flown by with all the wonderful things we have 

done, including swimming, enrichment, puppet shows and learning about the 
different cultures in our community during diversity week. 

We have loved starting a Te Reo Maori programme called Mahi Pai. It uses 
New Zealand sign language and dancing taniwhas to teach us Te Reo Maori. 

We have learnt the days of the week and will continue with the months 
next term.  

We wish you all a wonderful holiday and look forward to seeing you all back 
for term 2! 

Nikau 

Nikau students have had a great first term!  We have 
enjoyed getting to know each other and working on our 

learning goals.   
Some student reflections of the term… 

Akaiti enjoyed representing Manurewa Central School at 
the swimming carnival.  It was a great day! 

Jayden - “My favourite thing this term has been playing 
netball on a Friday.  I like sports and think that it is fun!” 
Taonga really enjoyed taking part in art and crafts during 
Enrichment time.   It is fun, you get to do different things 

to do with Art.  
Tobias - “I really enjoy playing on the field at lunchtime 

with my friends.  We play soccer.”   
We all enjoyed our Nikau Pod Pool Party on 

Wednesday!  We played games in the pool and had fun 
with our friends with some music to dance to.  We are all 

looking forward to Term Two. 
 
 

 

Puriri 
 
 

Pūriri have been learning about 
different animals to inspire our writing. 
We've learnt about octopuses, polar 
bears, snails and spiders! We have 
also had fun learning the days of the 
week and colours in te reo Māori AND 
sign language!  

Ti Kouka 
 

The term has disappeared on us and what a term it has 
been! This week we have been busy in the kitchen with 

Mrs Sowden baking delicious treats. We love having 
Mrs Sowden and the energy she brings to our 

space.  Last week we celebrated the end of our school 
swimming programme. Along with Kōwhai, we hosted 

our parents and shared what we had been learning over 
the past 8 weeks in and around the swimming pool. It 

was wonderful to see so many supporters watching our 
Year 2's and 3's who confidently demonstrated what 

they had learnt. Our portraits are in the final stages of 
completion and we are looking forward to hanging this 
around our room environment.  Come in, in Term 2 and 

see what we have created.     

Term Dates 
 

Term 2 - Wednesday 26 April to  
Friday 30 June 
 
Term 3 - Monday 17 July to  
Friday 22 September 
 
Term 4 - Monday 9 October to 
Friday 15 December  
 
 

 
 

 

Important Dates 
 

Monday 24 April  
Teacher only day  

 
Tuesday 25 April  

School Closed-Anzac Day  

 
Monday 6 June  

School Closed - King’s  
Birthday  

 

2024 Camp Date 
Monday 18 March –  

Wednesday 20 March   

Kowhai 
 

What a busy term it has been!  A 
highlight for us has been swimming, 
thanks to our new heated pool. Our 
confidence and skills grew so much as we 
learnt to submerge, float, dive, kick and, 
swim across the pool. We were especially 
excited for our carnival where we 
“wowed” our whānau.  In class we have 
been working hard to become more 
independent year 2’s who can try new 
things in our learning. It has been great 
to see progress already happening and 
we look forward to lots more learning in 
term two. The Kowhai POD hopes you all 
have a happy and safe Easter break.  

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.nzmaths.co.nz/families

