
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Kia ora, Malo e le lei, Talofa, Ni hao, 

Namaste, Bula, Kia orana, Greetings. 

 

Nearly five weeks of the school year have 

passed and school programmes are well 

underway.  Sports events, class trips, extra 

curricular lessons and our annual school 

camp have been arranged and managed in a 

very short time.  Thank you to everyone who 

has contributed to a successful beginning 

to 2008. 

 

Thank you also to parents who attended our 

recent “Meet the Teacher” evening.  Many 

people were able to take part including a 

good number of “new parents”.  Please 

note that the meeting for parents of Years 5 

and 6 pupils will be held next Tuesday at 

7pm. 

 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Many parents will be aware that our school 

has an extensive and popular website 

maintained by Mrs Patsy France.  This site 

contains samples of children’s work and 

school photographs including class photos. 

 

Although the photographs have proven 

popular there may be some parents who do 

not want their child’s identity made public 

on the internet. 

 

If you do not wish to have your child’s 

photograph on the net please notify the 

principal in writing.  No reason needs to be 

given. 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

By district and national standards the 

overall attendance of pupils at our school is 

very good indeed.  However, there are a 

number of individual students whose 

attendance is a serious cause for concern. 

 

 

The Ministry of Education has asked 

schools to address this issue because poor 

attendance has a serious impact on a 

child’s learning. 

 

Staff at Manurewa Central will be following 

up on all cases where a child has a large 

number of absences.  Letters will be sent 

home and the District Truancy Service will 

follow up cases with a home visit. 

 

It is a legal requirement that children attend 

school every day unless they are sick.  I 

also ask that children arrive before 9 

o’clock and are not picked up early except 

in emergency situations.  Missing even part 

of the day also upsets the learning process. 

 

I also stress the importance of regular 

attendance for our younger children.  Pupils 

at five and six years are learning rapidly and 

a day missed is a day lost forever!  Thank 

you for your help with this very important 

issue. 

 

SCHOOL LEADERS 

Congratulations to the following pupils who 

have undertaken positions of responsibility 

for 2008.  I know they will set an excellent 

example to our younger students. 

 

School Councillors 

Olivia Lynch, Teigan Clark, Pele 

Wharawhara, Cameron Notley, Logan 

Alderson, Monique Gapes, Brandon Lyng, 

Robbie Gemmell. 

 

House Captains  

Matthew Bigeni, Olivia Corbett, Jarvis 

Ataera, Jennifer Emery, Hayden Dixon, 

Ashleigh Enoka, Jacob Ward, Sarah Mead-

Flower. 
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STAR 

PUPIL 

Vice Captains 

Tasman Bourke, D’Arcy Knight, Curtis 

Newman, Rhondda Fukofuka, Angelo 

Botuyan, Jennifer Graydon, David Fa’aati, 

Rabia Mohammed. 

 

ROAD SAFETY MESSAGE 

While pedestrian crossings should be safe 

when the pedestrian buzzer sounds it is 

essential that children are taught to look 

carefully before stepping out onto the road 

even when the buzzer is going. 

 

This is especially important at the lights 

outside our school because this is a wide 

intersection and drivers who run red lights 

may not fully clear the intersection before 

the buzzer sounds. 

 

It is important that parents reinforce with 

their children the need to always look 

before stepping onto the road.  Teachers do 

give this message but it is important for 

every parent to be confident their child 

knows how to cross the road safely.   

 

I am currently discussing the matter of 

drivers running red lights with the police 

and I urge all concerned parents to also 

raise this matter with them. 

 

Thank you.  

L Thew      

PRINCIPAL 

 

 
 
March 

10 Board of Trustees’ meeting 7pm 

11 “Meet the Teacher” evening Years 5  

      & 6, 7pm 

12 Junior school swimming carnival 

13 Interschool cricket.  Central v Clendon  

     Park 

14 Senior School swimming sports 

17 Interschool swimming 

21 Good Friday – school closed for  Easter 

     break 

26 (Wednesday) School opens after Easter 

28 Student files of work home Years 3 to 6 

28 Next school newsletter 

 

Term 1 finishes on Friday 18 April.  School 

re-opens for Term 2 on Monday 5 May. 

 

 
 
To pupils who have joined us recently 

Holly Dalbeth, Dean Abrahams, Paris Evans, 

Harleen Bhathal, Fifita Langi, Salesi Langi, 

Tyler Bowden, Leighton Croft, Quinn 

Motuliki, Prisca Wang, Stavrow Karimo, 

Amar Singh, Joshua Anderson, Noah Singe. 

 

 

 

 

 To people who have a special day about 

now. 

 
MARCH 

8 Caitlin Turner  9 Benjamin Tse 

11 Breanna Bruce  11 Leroy Pohatu 

14 Grayson Nicholson  

15 Ali Al-Kashoosh 15 Miri Kolazar 

17 Vayshali Prasad  18 Rhondda Fukofuka 

18 Sedona Milich  18 Jaevi Reid 

18 Roseanne Son           19 Jaylen Heaslip 

19 Rabia Mohammed 21 Tyler Dance 

21 Moishna Moeen  22 Alice Narayan 

22 Timothy Honey  23 Harjot Sodhi 

24 Sam Megson  24 Bridget Ong 

26 Llewellyn Istead        26 Faith Tauelangi 

27 Jordan Marshall    27 Kendra Rangitutia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The following students have been 
recognised by their class teachers for 
showing diligence and achievement in all 
aspects of their school and classwork. 
R1 Kayla Rahman R2 Kaytlin Smith-Street 

R4 Shanyka Warren R5 Jaydah Croft 

R6 Parambir Singh R7 Bradley Wingfield 

R8 Faith Elsmore R9 Kervin Guttenbeil 

R10 Noah Faust R11 Jasmin Asiata 

R12 Rachel Singh R13 Chloe Farr 

R14 Brandon Lyng R15 Liam Blackwell 

R16 Logan Alderson R17 Leli Tuiaki 

R18 Vanessa Chong R19 Jonathan Cook 

R20 Bridget Ong R21 Eucharist Ieremia 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ROOM 2 
We have been learning to float, do starfish 

and blow bubbles in the school swimming 

pool.   

 

 

 

 

 

We went on our first visit to the school 

library.  We learnt how to put the books 

back in the correct place.   

 

We are excited about our beach trip.  We 

have been talking about different creatures 

we will find at the beach. 

 

 

ROOM 4 
We have been learning all about each other 

and how to give compliments to make 

others feel good about themselves. 

 

We have also been using drag and stipple 

techniques in art to design t-shirts.  We are 

so proud of them so please drop in for a 

look. 

 

 

ROOM 6 
What a wonderful start everyone has made 

to the year.  Swimming has been fun and we 

are looking forward to our junior swimming 

carnival.   

 

Our classroom is bright and colourful.  

Come and look at our amazing self 

portraits.  We have also written “summer” 

poems which are rather special. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOM 8 
We love swimming!  The children in Room 8 

are like little fish.  We can kick on 

flutterboards and are learning to float and 

kick on our backs.  We can’t wait till 

Wednesday next week so as we can show 

off at our swimming carnival. 

 

ROOM 10 
All of Room ten had a fantastic time at camp 

and many of us managed to reach our 

goals.  We are now in class busily doing 

camp follow-up work and putting our names 

down to hopefully join wider school 

activities like dance troupe, choir and the 

swimming squad.   

 

Many members of our class were also 

awarded roles of responsibilities for the 

year. 

 

ROOM 12 
The sound of loud splashes meant that the 

zoomslide was open.  Many of the Room 12 

pupils were keen to have their turn of 

plummeting down the zoomslide into the 

murky depths of Chosen Valley’s lake!  The 

downside was waiting in the queues but to 

emerge wet and muddy at the end of the 

activity made Chosen Valley Camp one of 

the best ever.  It was all topped off by 

watching the parents have a go at all of the 

activities with many hilarious sights as they 

tried to copy our antics.  Olivia and Sara 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOM 14 
Wow! What a fantastic start to 2008. We 

have been writing double cinquains on 

swimming.  In the second week we watched 

a video on swimming.  It showed us all the 

different techniques for the strokes.  Mr 

Hunt has been teaching us how to do all the 

strokes correctly. 

 



On 27 February , Rooms 14, 10 and 11 went 

to Chosen Valley Camp.  It was great.  I was 

on the highest level (yellow) on the 

confidence course.  I jumped from one tyre 

to another but because my hands had 

blisters, I fell off into the muddy water.  I felt 

embarrassed and jumped straight out!  I 

hope everyone has started school well.        
                                                Dylan Elsmore 

ROOM 16 
Today 3 students in Room 16 became 

school councillors.  We were shocked to 

hear our names called as school 

councillors, but know that now we have to 

be responsible in many ways.  Our mums 

and dads were really excited for us.  We are 

all very proud of ourselves and will wear 

our badges proudly every day around the 

school.  It is going to be a very rewarding 

year for us.          Teigan, Cameron, Logan 

 

On Tuesday  Olivia, Sarah, Curtis and 

Rhondda were given the privilege of being 

named a house captain or vice captain.  We 

all were surprised but then happily walked 

down to collect our badges with pride.  Our 

families were very proud of us and we will 

do our job well.   
              Olivia, Sarah, Rhondda and Curtis 

 

 

ROOM 18 
It was very exciting when swimming 

started.  Mrs Sowden took people who can 

swim a length to practise for the swimming 

sports.  The teachers were proud of our 

efforts. 

 

We also did an experiment.  The people in 

Room 18 guessed if a plant didn’t have light 

would it die, rot, not grow or not come out 

of the seed?  We still have to finish this. 

 

We had a wonderful time at swimming 

sports on Wednesday afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOM 20 
We have been busy writing our goals for 

Term 1.  Each day we do what we can to 

enable us to achieve them. 

 

We have written our self descriptions and 

we are completing our self portraits.  They 

are starting to look realistic. 

 

At the moment we are also learning about 

plants.  We are conducting an experiment to 

discover how plants grow when they are 

exposed to different temperatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION PLAY DAYS  

Supported by the Ministry of Education 

Wednesday 19 March 10 to 12pm at 

Manurewa Leisure Centre, 15 Frances 

Street.  Contact Kay 632 9378 or Joice 632 

9577 for further information.  Come along 

with your children 0 – 4 years for fun 

activities. 

 

****************************************************  

NZ PIPE BAND CHAMPIONSHIPS 

7 – 8 March, Bruce Pulman Park, Walters 

Road, Papakura. 

Includes a “Concert in the Park” 7pm to 

9pm Friday and a street march through 

Papakura 9am Saturday. 


