Friday 8 September 2023

Principal's News

REWARD

S Kiov ovay, Malo-e Lelei, Talofa/La/va/ NiHao; Namaste,
Bulaw Vinaka, Fakaalofow Lahi Atu, Kiow ovana, Mouwi; Greetings.

Our school continues to be a busy and fun place for us all. Our green areas look beautiful, trees in blossom and beginning to leaf. TdT have returned to
our blossoms with the arrival of spring. We welcome warmer weather and longer daylight hours. It is great to see our students enjoying the playground
and outdoor activities on sunny days.

We welcome new teachers, Melissa Sutherland who joins our Titoki Year 1/2 pod, Holly Austin who joins our Ti Kouka Year 3 pod and Margaret Lynch
who joins our Rimu Year 3/4 Pod. It is great to welcome all to MCS.

MCS has been so fortunate to host the ‘Hungerball’ arena at school.

HUNGERBALL™ (Hia Poro) is an award-winning concept developed in New Zealand that captures the energy, imagination and inclusive values
inherent in street games. Within the six sides of the inflatable HUNGERBALL™ arena, all ages and abilities have the opportunity to participate in
variations of the game — such as football, hockey, and other ball games — while embracing a healthy competitive spirit that encourages camaraderie,
teamwork and communication. Games are designed to keep all participants, at any level, engaged, involved and included.

All students have the opportunity to ‘have a go’ and the arena is being well used in class time as part of our PE programmes and all breaktimes.

Diversity Week at MCS
This week, our Diversity Week has enabled all students and staff to share what is important to them and their family cultures. Tongan Language week
has been celebrated by all our students and fun activities have been happening all week.

General Knowledge-a-thon

A huge ‘thank you’ to the whanau who have shared in our fundraiser for this term. The students have had fun researching the answers to the
questions and were excited to share their knowledge on the day. Our Learning Support staff are in our Library 8.30-9am daily to collect sponsorship
money. This money goes towards buying additional equipment and resources, enabling us to continue providing excellent learning opportunities for all
our tamariki.

Attendance

Every day matters to your child's education.

Success in learning depends on regular daily attendance, please prioritise this for your child. We care that your children are attending school every
day.

Our school day begins at 8.55am and ends at 3pm for all students. Medical and dental appointments need to be made after 3pm please. When your
child is unwell and absent from school, please contact the school office to leave a message or speak to Kristal or message the class teacher via Class
Dojo or teacher email.

MCS gates after school.

Our school gates open onto two very busy roads at 3pm. It is very important that our students and their whanau leave school safely every day. Duty
teachers supervise our students leaving school every day. Please ensure as adults you model safe crossing habits for our children as you leave our
school. We need everyone to be safe. Thank you for your support.

2024 Student Enrolment

All students who live in our school zone are entitled to enrol at MCS any time. All students residing out of zone must go through a ballot process as
specified by the Ministry of Education. The ballot for 2024 places, for students turning 5 in 2024, will take place on Thursday 19 October 2023. We
advise that parents of students who live within the school zone should also apply for the ballot by Friday 13 October to assist the school to plan
appropriately for next year.

NB. Siblings of currently enrolled students, who live out of zone, should also follow this process to support the school in managing its roll numbers.

Calendars, diaries and cards designed by your child will soon be available for whanau to view. They feature your child’s artwork. These items make
great gifts for whanau and friends and can be ordered in Term 4.

Saturday Hockey
Many Year 0-3 students continue to enjoy hockey each Saturday morning. It is great to see our littlest learners ‘having a go’ at a sport our students
have played for many years. A big ‘Thank you’ to our Southern Districts Hockey coaches.

Thank you to all our families who continue to support our school in every way. We appreciate everything you do with and for our students and our
school.

Nga mihi
Sandy Griffin
Deputy Principal

MCS Sports Notices
MPSSA (Manurewa Primary School Sports Association)

Nikau
Happy Tongan Language Week! Students
in Nikau Pod have enjoyed cooking,
learning games and learning about Tonga
and its culture this week. We loved seeing
students in cultural dress through the week
and house colour day on Friday was fun, as
always! This week we have our last
swimming session at Manurewa Pools and
Leisure. We have built up our swimming
skills over the last 9 weeks and have really
valued the instructors being in the water
with us to help us out. We are all looking
forward to our sessions at Vector Wero
next week on Tuesday. We are going to
have a lot of fun kayaking, stand up paddle

Year 5/6 Girls Football - In Week 5 our team competed at the
MPSSA tournament. They came away with the win and are the
2023 Girls Football Champions!

Year 4-6 Cross Country - In Week 6 a group of our Year 4- 6
students went off to Reremoana School to represent our school at
the MPSSA Cross Country competition. Our students showed
perseverance and great sportsmanship throughout the day.

Wednesday 13 September

Basketball
Bruce Pulman Park
Senior Basketball - In Week 9, Wednesday 13 September, our

Senior Basketball team will be competing against other Manurewa
School teams at Bruce Pulman Centre. We wish them all the very
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Chess Our senior chess team hosted l.‘.n

Wednesday 20 September
Junior Cross Country

Last day of Term 3

Friday 22 September and challenged Papatoetoe Central on  =:ms boarding and learning about river
Term 4 Wednesﬂag/ 6hSeg1'ember‘ ar;]d ﬂ"l_‘e same § safety. We will be farewelling Whaea
team will be heading over the shore in Alazae at the end of next week. We've
A[?[ZZZ;yli gceioeij‘;éi WTeek 9ﬂf:r‘iiay iF S(jeg;embgr T%. enjoyed having her in Nikau pod and wish
comperte in The Aucklan ampionsnips. her all the best for the rest of her studies.

These students have been recoguised by their class teachers
for displaying our school value Diversity

“You are unique, just like me.
We are different and we all matter.

It is who we are, what we are and how we think

21/8 Caroline  28/8 Agampreet 1/9 Sadie
22/8 Aarhav 29/8 Bonnie 2/9 Nicholas
22/8 Helan 30/8 Aiden-Cruz 2/9 Premans
23/8 Jesse 30/8 Prahav 5/9 Khaleel
23/8 RjcChrios 30/8 Parteek 5/9 Tobias
25/8 Christine  30/8 Raymond 6/9 Joyce
26/8 Avleen 30/8 Zephaniah  7/9 Mia

27/8 Manjot 31/8 Avantika 9/9 Benjamin

that matters”
Totara Kowhai Ti Kouka Nikao
Lana Karlos Lucy Alexis
Jeremiah Jeremiah Emma Ritisha
Aeenat Tasi Manvat Sarah
Pariri Titoki mu Kauri
Vaunghm Evaan Jesse Loketi
Harvoor Ttaliah Waheroop
Agamjot Juwhar Lawi
Totara

We have been having so much fun at school in Totara pod. We have
started practising for cross country. We have been talking about how
when we run a long race, we pace ourselves and sprint at the end. We
have been enjoying doing the run each morning and are very excited
to show our families just how fast we are! We have also been learning

about money and are really enjoying using the notes and coins to
work out different amounts. What a great term it has been!

Kowhai

In Kdwhai POD, our young learners have been on an exciting journey of
discovery and art, delving into the fascinating world of frogs and their
remarkable life cycles We've written about the stages of
metamorphosis, exploring the incredible transformation of these
amphibians as they progress from tiny eggs to tadpoles, then froglets,
and ultimately into full-fledged frogs. Some of the interesting frogs that
we have looked into are the four native New Zealand frogs and the small
but deadly poisonous dart frogs with their vibrant colours! Look out for
our calendar art which will be shared with you shortly.

Puriri
The children of Puriri have settled in quickly in their new learning
space. They have adjusted to the new environment remarkably well!
They continue to improve their writing every day, and love learning
about animals to write about on "Creature Feature' Thursdays. They
also love to write about their weekend and retell the story from our
big book for the week. We have been learning to solve multiplication
problems by skip-counting in twos, fives and tens - what a clever
bunch!

Titoki
Malo e lelei
Titoki celebrated Tongan Language Week by making a tapili
(windmill). We listened to a story in which a grandfather (kui
tangata) was talking to his grandchildren (makapuna) about the
toys he played with as a child growing up in Tonga. The toys were
often made with materials which were found in their environment.
Knucklebones was one such game. Tapili made with flax was a
traditional and popular toy. The children in Titoki were fascinated by
these toys and would be interested to know what type of games
and toys our parents played with when they were young. We have
been incredibly grateful to Mrs Latu for sharing her knowledge with
us during Tongan Language Week. Tika!

We have also been working very hard to complete artwork. These
will be available to view in coming weeks and purchased as
calendars, cards or diaries. Keep an eye out for the order forms as
these are great Christmas presents for loved ones!

Ti Kouka

The last few weeks we have been focusing on Maui and all of his
accomplishments as we read many myths and legends based
around this infamous character. The students have been so
engaged in such a complex character. From our readings it has
been wonderful to see how they have captured the essence of
Maui in their retellings of various myths. Studying Maui has
provided a great opportunity to practice recounts and descriptive
writing. We can't think of anyone else who tried snared the sun,
raised land from the depths of the ocean, starved his Grandfather
and cheated death so many times!

It is also the calendar art season. We have been busily creating
beautiful artworks from Picasso to Pasifika patterns. We feel
immensely proud of our efforts and know that these would

make beautiful gifts for someone special at Christmas time. You
are welcome to come in and view these from next week. It has
been wonderful welcoming Ms Austin into this space. The
children have transitioned well. There are only 2 more weeks to
go and we are excited for what is to come in the next few weeks.
We have a trip coming up... details to come and lots of end of
term fun!

Kauri
Malo e leleil

Happy Tongan Language Week! Our Cultural Leaders have been doing
an amazmg ob of hosting different activities during Diversity Week,
to help our kura learn more about the beautiful Tongan and Cook
Island cultures. Our Year 6 leaders have also been amazing in their
hosting of Hungerball! It has been a great success. The Hungerball
Hosts have been hosting pods, as wel?as games during morning teas
and lunchtimes. We have been continuing our learning about
conservation. In our Shape the Future hui groups, we have been
finding out about local and Auckland conservation groups and how
they are helping to protect our flora, fauna and environments. Sea
cleaners, Ark in the Park and the Beautification Trust are some of
them. We have also been learning lots about geometry, our pod-wide
tessellation art has been both challenging and aesthetically pleasing!
We are looking forward to our trip to Vector Wero Whitewater Park
on Monday.

Rimu

Welcome to Mrs Margaret Lynch who has now started teaching in
Rimu pod and who is settling well into school life at Manurewa Central
School. In the last 2 weeks we have had the opportunity to play
Hungerball. It is great fun and uses lots of coordination and
cooperation skills to be able to stay in! In our Inquiry we have been
learning and talking about how the airport, the wastewater treatment
plant, and commercial fishing impacts the Manukau Harbour. We are
also being encouraged to read a lot, so that we can use those powerful
describing words and figurative language we read about, in our own
narrative writing. Until the end of Term 3, Matua Cassidy will be
joining Rimu pod for two days a week as a student teacher and then
again in Term 4 for 7 whole weeks.




