
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kia ora, Malo e le lei, Talofa, Ni hao, Namaste, 

Bula, Kia orana, Mauri, Greetings. 

 

We have only four busy days of school remaining 

and our end of year events are nearly complete.  

Thank you to the many people who have 

attended our athletic events, school picnics and 

two wonderful end of year assemblies.  Our 

children have done us all proud and we have 

received much positive comment. 

 

Thank you also to our school staff for their 

organisation and efforts to prepare our children 

so well.  We expect our students to reach a high 

standard of excellence and discipline and they 

certainly have done that. 

 

We have two functions for Years 5 and 6 students 

remaining. 

 

YEAR 6 GRADUATION 

This is for families of Year 6 students who leave 

us this year.  It is on Monday, 12 December at 

6pm. 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL PRIZE GIVING 

Family members of pupils in Years 5 and 6 are 

invited to this event on Thursday, 15 December 

at 9.30am.  We ask that visitors be seated 

before 9.30am and please remember to bring a 

cushion.  This is a formal assembly not suited for 

pre-schoolers. 

 

READING MATERIAL 

By now all library books, journals and junior 

readers should be back at school. Please assist 

us by checking at home for any school material.  

Thank you. 

 

LIBRARIES’ SUMMER READING 

This year‟s theme is “Dare to Explore….Your 

Library.”  The programme runs from 12 

December this year to 27 January 2012.  It is 

free to sign up from Monday.  Register at the 

Manurewa Library or online and collect your Dare 

to Explore pack. 

 

I strongly recommend this programme as an 

enjoyable way to keep children reading over the 

summer break.  This way you can give your child 

a flying start to learning in 2012. 

 

STAFF NEWS 

At the end of term we farewell Mrs Briar 

O‟Connor (Room 18) who is leaving teaching to 

follow business interests.  Miss Benaifer Daji, 

who is on leave, has resigned and will not be 

returning in 2012.  Mrs Debra McGrath is on 

parental leave until Term 4.  We thank Mrs 

O‟Connor and Miss Daji for their contributions to 

our school and wish them well in the future. 

 

PREPARING FOR 2012 

School opens for 2012 on Tuesday, 31 

January at 9.00am.   

Children will assemble in their 2011 classes and 

will be given their new classrooms for 2012.  

Please ensure children have a pencil on their first 

day. 

 

School stationery purchases will be available 

from school.  Children will bring home a 

stationery list.  It is expected that the cost will be 

around $35.00. 

 

Our school does not have a school uniform, 

however, we expect pupils in Years 3 to 6 to have 

shorts for physical education and sport.  Apart 

from this requirement all children are simply 

expected to come to school in sensible and 

practical clothing ready to learn and participate in 

school activities. 

 

One thing you can do to help us (and you) is 

name all clothing that is likely to be removed e.g. 

hats, sweatshirts, shoes etc.  If all such clothing 

was named we would substantially reduce our 

lost property. 
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LAST NEWSLETTER FOR 2011 

Thank you everyone for the support we have 

received throughout the year.  A special thanks to 

families whose youngest child leaves us this 

year.  Your support over many, many years in 

some cases is valued.  

 

Next year Manurewa Central School will be 106 

years old.  We look forward to working with you 

as we build another year on to the proud history 

of our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To pupils who have joined us recently 

Bishanpreet Kaur, Jaxon Haskell and Dhruv 

Rayat. 

 

 

  

 

DECEMBER 

12 Year 6 Graduation 6pm 

15 Senior school (Years 5 and 6) 

 prizegiving assembly 9.30am.   

15 School closes at 3 o‟clock for summer 

 break. 

School opens for 2012 on Tuesday, 31 

January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 To people who have a special day about 

now.  

DECEMBER 
  9 Tamati Peters 11 Savanah Konia 

12 Taia Luteru 14 Shannon Foy 

15 Zane Raana 16 Sofia-Moana Tauelangi 

18 Jennifer Taufa 19 Bailey Hall-Danilo 

20 Valerie Wong 21 Josiah Faasavalu 

23 Cody Puru 24 Gabrielle Davies 

24 Tynesha Scott 25 Lloyd Baladad 

25 Jeremiah Sua-Mene 26 Demetri Carson 

27 Jevaan Croft 27 Courtney Ngaau 

28 Rahiri Maihi 28 Abigail Mirko 

29 Cole Readings 29 Nicholas Smith 

29 Jinling Zhang 30 Shontelle Fenwick  

  

  

JANUARY 
  1 Param Saini   1 C J Silab 

  2 Max Groves   4 Divikesh Prasad 

  5 Kiran Singh   6 Kash Martin Singh 

  6 Sumsijah Prabaharan   6 Luke Stainthorpe 

  7 Rocky Manu Saute   9 John Chen 

  9 Arabella Pearse   9 Gagandeep Singh 

11 Sofia Baker 11 Jasmine Kaur 

12 Shanya Kumar 15 Samuel Honey 

15 Leonie Tewhiu 16 Nishchal Goundar 

17 Alayna Fa‟aati 17 Ansh Raj 

19 Avikesh Prasad 20 David Kako 

20 Josiah Melendrez 21 Kiran Gill 

21 Bailey Samuels 21 Zellas Uatisone 

22 Riya Bhan 22 Ryan Bhan 

23 Darren Toluta‟u 25 Reason Cooper 

25 Jacob Honey 25 Cody Matthews 

25 Garry Singh 25 Lucca Smith 

26 De Vonte Manuel 27 Ramsina Shaba 

28 Aviu Aviu 28 Isabella O‟Flynn 

29 Alexis Farr 30 Jasmin Singh 

31 Wiremu Tonga-Harrison  

 

 
ROOM 10              Well first let me introduce 

myself.  My name is Connor and I‟ll be telling 

you about my years at Manurewa Central 

School. 

 

Now I have to admit when I started as a Year 1 

my first day was frightening.  I cried when my 

mum left as I didn‟t want to go to school and I 

wanted to go back home.  But before the day 

was over I had made 4 amazing friends.  We 

started a group and we all played together and 2 

of them are still my friends today, Nathan and 

Luke.  When I got into Year 3 I thought I had to 

step up and work harder so I made myself some 

goals to achieve. 

 

After I finished Year 4 I knew it was time to go 

into the senior school.  Mr first class was with the 

awesome one and only Mr Hunt.  Lots of people 

told me he was strict but when I went into his 

class I found out it wasn‟t true!  He was very easy 

going and nearly always happy.  At the start of 

the year it didn‟t go so well for me as nearly every 

day I was on PIRDMAC, but towards the end of 

the year it was rare for me to get on PIRDMAC 

so it was a fun year all round. 

 

Thank you.  

L Thew – PRINCIPAL 



Then I moved on to Mrs McHaffie-Green‟s class.  

I‟ve been afraid of her since I was in Year 3, but 

she was nice as well as very fair and very quick 

with rewards for good behaviour.  I had no idea 

she was such a good singer, writer, artist, painter 

and guitarist.  The beginning of the year began 

like Mr Hunt‟s class with me on PIRDMAC a lot 

but once I started seeing life from Mrs McHaffie 

Green‟s perspective as she wanted me to, 

school was a lot more fun and a place I have 

enjoyed going every day. 

 

I would really like to thank Miss Lindsay and Mr 

Thew for being such a good deputy principal and 

principal and helping everyone in the school, and 

especially Mr Thew for always encouraging me to 

do my best in everything I do.  Also a big thank 

you to all the teachers particularly the teachers I 

had for putting me on the right track.   I do not 

want to go to a different school because I don‟t 

want to leave this awesome school.  I will always 

remember the school motto, “EFFORT BRINGS 

REWARD”.  Connor Hitchman 

 

ROOM 11      During these six years I have had 

very happy and sad moments.  These six years 

have gone very fast for me.  Some highlights for 

me are: being a librarian, learning new sports 

and getting into ICAS science, maths and 

English.  This school is a fun school and the 

teachers here teach us very cool things. 

 

Ms Alsari has been my role model because 

she‟s taught me how to enjoy reading and 

showed us how we can be better readers by 

doing something we all love – watching movies.  

She also taught me how to improve my writing, 

and a lot of other things.  Ms Alsari likes Hello 

Kitty, Twilight and Smiggle.  She is a fun teacher. 

 I am lucky to have had a cool teacher like her 

this year.  I am also lucky to have been taught by 

Mrs Holmes and Mrs Scott when I was in ESOL 

learning English – they helped me a lot. 

This school has been a great experience for me 

and it has prepared me for intermediate school.  I 

am thankful to all my friends and teachers who 

have helped me along the way.  I have been here 

for six years now and I will be sad to leave this 

school, but as we grow up we have to accept 

changes in our lives. 

   Valerie Wong 

ROOM 12    I don‟t think I have done too badly 

considering I started here as Year 3 student with 

no English skills.  Thanks to my ESOL teachers I 

am now progressing well as a senior school 

student. 

 

Last year when I was Year 5 I was waiting to be a 

librarian because I thought it would be fun and 

cool.  I am a Year 6 now and I became a 

librarian.  It is fun and cool!  I like it when I scan 

the books and return them although I can get 

bored when I put the books on the shelves.  

Sometimes I arrive late and then I get into 

trouble. 

 

The best activity this year was visiting 

Snowplanet.  It was freezing cold!  This year I 

rode the skis.  It was fun.  Lots of people fell off 

but I didn‟t.  My favourite part was when I slid 

down the snow hill because it felt so funny and 

slippery.  I wanted to go up the big hill but we 

couldn‟t because we weren‟t allowed.  I thought 

there was real snow in Snowplanet but it was just 

mashed ice! 

 

This year‟s showcase performance was the best 

show that I have ever been in.  I was in the 

whanau and I felt special.  It was also special to 

listen to my brother give his speech about me.  I 

felt proud of him and myself but I also felt a little 

embarrassed. 

 

The most important thing for me this year was 

meeting my teacher Miss McHugh.  I have been 

so happy during the year with my lovely teacher.  

She is very kind to everyone in my class and she 

always keeps smiling and makes us laugh 

almost every day.  I have been very lucky.  When I 

go to intermediate school next year I am wishing 

for a teacher like Miss McHugh.  Luckily all of the 

teachers I have met at Manurewa Central School 

have been so kind and good.  I will miss 

everything about this school.  Daeun 

Jung 

 

ROOM 13       To start with I would like to thank, 

Mr Thew, Miss Lindsay, Mrs Tombolato, Miss 

Baker, Ms Brodien, Mrs Armitage, Ms Turner, 

Mrs Le-Mamea, Mrs Brown and my friends and 

family. 

I am thankful for all of these teachers for their 

guidance and great patience in their teaching.  

Every teacher has offered a different and unique 

skill that I will treasure in my future school years.  I 

couldn‟t have asked for a better start to my 

schooling life.  I am also thankful for the support 

of Mrs McHaffie Green, for all the time she put 



into teaching us hockey.  It is still one of my 

favourite sports.  I also would like to thank my 

friends and family. Without you, primary school 

wouldn‟t have been so cool. 

 

My time at Manurewa Central School has been a 

great experience, from my first year with Mrs 

Tombolato to this last year with Mrs Brown. 

 

I am thankful for the opportunities the school has 

given me. e.g.  The great trips we have 

experienced like climbing Rangitoto and 

swimming in the waters of Goat Island.  Also for 

being able to participate in the awesome fun 

time lunch time fundraisers that helped to get our 

unicycles and also to help those in need like the 

families of Christchurch.  We can‟t forget our own 

“Noah Day”.  The wild hair days and blackout 

days have also been a blast!  All of these I have 

joined in with and really enjoyed.  I feel well 

prepared and am excited for the challenges I will 

face in the future. 

 

Who knows, in years to come, I could be on the 

big screen or famous for doing something great? 

 I might even be flying the plane that takes you on 

a well deserved holiday.  I hope my teachers will 

feel proud and say to their present day students, I 

used to teach that boy... Thank you again for my 

time at Manurewa Central School.  It will never be 

forgotten.  Shawn Mitchell 

 

ROOM 14        I am Luke.  People say that the 

teenage years are a time of finding out who you 

are.  But I think that this time really starts at 

primary school.  You find the things that you are 

good at, things that you like or dislike, and you 

make your own identity. In this process I found a 

solution to overcoming the comparisons with my 

older brother and sister.  I found that when I did 

activities I made friends, had fun and made my 

own identity. 

 

But I haven‟t done this alone.  I would like to give 

a big thank you to the teachers who have 

provided me with lots of support and 

encouragement over my years here.  To the 

school management, without the range of 

opportunities that Manurewa Central has offered 

me I wouldn‟t have had anywhere near as much 

success and fun. 

It was exhilarating snowboarding and snorkelling 

with the outdoor education week and I also loved 

the interschool soccer.  There was the challenge 

of ICAS, writing stories at writing club, and in the 

speech finals I was delighted to come second.  In 

the whanau group this year we learned the haka 

and some new songs which we performed to the 

neighbouring preschool and in the recent 

„Showcasing Our Talents‟ Show.‟ 

There have also been leadership opportunities.  I 

have found that these commitments kept me 

busy and gave me a challenge in getting work 

completed on time but somehow I managed 

between the responsibilities of being a house 

captain, with the sports‟ shed, to being a 

computer monitor and wet day monitor.  Not to 

forget the privilege of being chosen to be a 

Whanau leader.  I had a very busy year. 

 

As I prepare to leave for intermediate school all 

my experiences this year have made me more 

confident in continuing my journey to discover 

who I am.  So I leave a challenge to the Year 5‟s 

to become involved in the many activities 

available and find out who you are! 

   Luke Stainthorpe 

ROOM 15      Six years have passed and it‟s 

time to say goodbye.  We will all be sad to leave 

but at the same time all our special memories of 

primary school will last forever.  We have been 

handed so many opportunities on a silver platter 

and these opportunities have helped us to learn 

and become the best that we can be. 

The junior school teaches us to read and write 

and get us used to school life.  The middle school 

teaches us to learn while having a bit of fun.  The 

senior school teaches us to take responsibility 

and become independent. 

 

I have been lucky enough to have been chosen 

as one of the eight school councillors this year, 

and this is just one of the many opportunities that 

we can undertake in the senior school at 

Manurewa Central. 

 

How can we forget our wonderful teachers who 

have helped us and guided us throughout our 

school life?  Thank you all so much.  Good luck to 

the year fives who will be filling our shoes next 

year.  I‟m sure you will do a good job at running 

the school.  The year sixes will be leaving for new 

beginnings but they will take with them the 

memories and achievements from their years at 

Manurewa Central School. 

So thank you all so much for all the friendships 

and good times.  Good luck everyone and thank 

you all.  Gracie Bruce 


